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Abdul | ah- Cabi net (News Anal ysi s)
ABDULLAH A FAR- SI GHTED LEADER- POLI TI CAL SCI ENTI ST

KUALA LUWUR, Jan 7 (Bernanma) -- The appoi ntnment of Deputy Prine
M ni ster and t he cabi net reshuffl e announced by Prine M ni ster Datuk
Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi today showed that the Prime Mnister is a far-
si ghted
| eader, a political scientist said today.

Associ ate Prof Dr Muhammad Must afa | shak of Universiti Utara
Mal aysi a
(UUM said Abdul I ah' s nove woul d ensure Bari san Nasi onal and Umo
faced the
general election with an optimstic m nd.

"It has never happened before, a general el ection being called
before
the Prime M nister appointing his deputy,” he tol d Bernama.

Muhamrad Must afa, who is UUM Deputy Vi ce-Chancel |l or (Student

Affairs),
said the Prine Mnister had nai ntained the party's unity and
stability by

choosing Naji b because Naji b being the npbst seni or vice-president
had
strong grassroot support.
"Abdul I ah has kept the party's tradition by el ecting his deputy
from
anong t he Umo vi ce-presidents,” he said, adding that this would
further
contribute to the party's unity and stability.
Muhammad Mustafa said Najib, 50, had al ways been seen as a
| eader
representing the young generation by virtue of his age and his role
as the
former Umo Youth Chief.
He said this woul d surely have an i npact on voters especially
t he young
generation as Najib was seen as a young and dynam c | eader i n Umo.
The Prinme M nister must have taken this calculation into
consi deration
bef ore appointing Najib, he said.
He said the 1999 General El ection showed that the young
generati on were
quite "shy" in supporting BN
Furthernore, Najib is quite well-known internationally and the
country's standing in the international arena could be further
enhanced
wi th his appointnent.
"I travel overseas quite extensively and people whom!| nmet seem
to know



Abdul I ah and Najib. Najib probably in his capacity as Defence
M ni ster and
the son of a forner Prime Mnister," he said.
Abdul | ah, he said, al so maintained stability by not dropping
anyone
fromthe cabinet.
The tim ng of the announcenent really took many by surprise as
"t he
Prinme Mnister kept the cards close to his chest" because many
t hought t hat
Abdul | ah woul d have announced hi s deputy | ast year, he said.
"Don't underestimate Abdullah as he is a far sighted | eader and
he has
learnt alot fromhis predecessor (Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad). Peopl e
cannot
easi |y specul ate on his (Abdullah's) political manoeuvres," he said.
The appoi nt nent al so showed that Abdul | ah had heeded Tun
Mahat hir's
suggestion on the choice of a deputy.
Muhamrad Must af a sai d the appoi nt mrent of Special Adviser to the
Prine
M ni ster Tan Sri Nor Mohamed Yakcop indi cated t hat Abdul | ah want ed
himto
be his co-pilot to navigate the country's econom ¢ and fi nanci al
managenent
boat .
The political scientist said Abdul | ah wanted Nor Mohaned to pl ay
t he
front role and no | onger the "behind the scene" role as he had
al ways been
known for his major role in the country's econom ¢ and fi nanci al
ar ea.
"Nobody can question his appoi ntnment as he has a proven track
record.
He is a non-politician. The Prime M nister just wanted himto do the
job,"
he said.
Muhanmad Must af a sai d Nor Mohamed' s appoi ntment coul d enhance
foreign
i nvestor confidence in Ml aysi a.
As for Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs Mnister Tan Sri
Muhyi ddi n
Yassin noving to the agriculture portfolio, the political scientist
di d not
regard it as a denotion for Mihyi ddin.
"In fact, the Prime Mnister wanted a seni or cabi net nember to
t ake
charge of the sector which the prem er had set as one of the
i mport ant
aspects of his agenda during his adninistration," he said.
Thi s, he said, showed Abdul | ah's seriousness and priority in
devel opi ng



the agricultural sector.

On Agriculture Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mohd Effendi Norwaw 's
move to
the Prime M nister's Department in charge of Special Functions,
Muhanmad
Must af a believed it was only "a tenporary measure" as Ef fendi m ght
be sent
to Sarawak in the com ng general el ection.

The political scientist also said the people should not al so
vi ew t he
posting of Second Fi nance M nister Datuk Dr Jamal udin Jarjis to the
Donesti ¢ Trade and Consumer Affairs portfolio as a denotion.

"The appoi nt nent showed that Dr Jamal udin i s now handling a
mnistry on
his own and he is no | onger a second minister. He is al so taking
care of a
very inportant mnistry," he said.

"The appoi nt nent of DPMand cabi net reshuffle is a signal from
t he
Prime Mnister that it is tine to work, get the support of the
younger
generation and he is well prepared to face the general electionwth
an
optimstic mnd," he said.

On the common bel i ef that the appoi ntnent of Najib has conpl eted
t he
R-A-H M A-N t heory, Mihanmmad Mustafa said it was just a coincidence.

Under the Rahman theory the country's Prinme M nisters' nanes will
have a
word beginning with aletter fromthe word "Rahman" --- Tunku Abdul
Rahnman
(R), Tun Abdul Razak (A), Tun Hussein Onn (H), Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohamad (M,
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badawi (A) and Najib (N).
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