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Abdul | ah- Arri val
ABDULLAH ARRI VES | N FRANCE FOR WORKI NG VI SI' T

By: Mkhail Raj Abdullah

PARI'S, July 21 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Ahmad
Badawi arrived here Tuesday ni ght to begin a working visit to France
ai med
at strengthening further bilateral ties between both countries.

On hand to neet himat the Le Bourget Airport, where the Paris
Ai rshow
is held biennially, was I nternational Trade and | ndustry M ni ster
Dat uk
Seri Rafidah Azi z and newl y- appoi nt ed anbassador to France Dat uk
Ham dah
Mohanmed Yusoff.

Abdul I ah, who was acconpani ed by Foreign M nister Datuk Seri
Syed Hani d
Al bar, flewin fromWshington after an official tripto the United
States.

The highlight of his visit here will be a working | uncheon with
Presi dent Jacques Chirac on Thursday when both | eaders are expected
to
di scuss bilateral matters including trade and i nvestnent as well as
i nternational issues.

This is Abdullah's first visit to France since taking over as
Prine
M ni ster fromTun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad i n October | ast year. His
visit takes
on added si gni fi cance gi ven Mal aysi a' s chai rmanshi p of the
Organi sati on of
the Islam c Conference (O C) and the Non-Ali gned Movenment (NAM .

H s schedul e starts Wednesday with neetings with | eaders of
several top
French tel ecommuni cati ons and def ence-rel at ed conpani es.

The Prime Mnister is also expected to nmeet Econony, Finance and
I ndustry M nister Nicolas Sarkozy Wdnesday.

He wi Il al so hold cl osed-door discussions with the French
Institute of
I nternational Relations, apolitical and economni c t hi nk-tank, and
MEDEF,

t he French Enpl oyers Federati on.

Abdul I ah wi Il al so nmeet the Mal aysi an conmunity residing in
France.

The Prinme M nister | eaves Paris on Thursday afternoon for London
to
begi n anot her working visit to the United Ki ngdom
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