19 JAN 2004
Abdul | ah- Phi | i ppi nes (Arrival)
ABDULLAH ARRI VES | N MANI LA FOR SECURI TY TALKS

By: Mohd Kamel O hman

MANI LA, Jan 19 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi
arrived
here this evening for his first state visit to the Philippines after
t aki ng
over as Prime Mnister on Cct 31 | ast year.

Abdul | ah, who flewin on a special aircraft fromhis stopover in
Laos
for the Asean familiarisation tour, was received at the Vill anor
Al rbase in
Pasay City by Philippine Vice President Teofisto T Gui ngona Jr and
Secretary of Foreign Affairs Delia Dom ngo Al bert.

Al so present at the airbase to receive the Prine Mnister were
For ei gn
M ni stry Deputy Secretary-Ceneral Datuk Sali mHashi mand M ni ster
Counsel | or at the Ml aysi a enbassy here, Mohaned Nazri Abdul Karim

The Prime M nister was acconpani ed by Forei gn M ni ster Dat uk
Seri Syed
Hami d Al bar.

Tonorrow, Abdullah will hold talks with President Joria
Macapagal
Arroyo with existing economic ties between both countries and
regi onal
security including the peace initiatives with M ndanao's Mro
I'slamc
Li beration Front (MLF) high on the agenda.

Mal aysia is currently trying to restart peace negoti ations
bet ween t he
Phi | i ppi ne governnment and the separatist M LF.

Abdul I ah wi || be accorded full nmilitary honours at the
Mal acanang
Pal ace before his neeting with Arroyo. A bilateral neeting between
Phi | i ppi ne and Mal aysi an officials will follow

Arroyo and Abdullah will hold a joint nmedia conference after the
tal ks
to be followed by a | uncheon hosted by the President.

Abdul | ah, who becane Mal aysia's fifth prenier succeeding Tun Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad, is touring Asean nenber countries, atradition
when a new
| eader cones to office.

Apart fromlLaos, the Prime M nister has visited Brunei,
| ndonesi a,

Si ngapor e and Thai |l and.
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