27 JAN 2004
Abdul | ah- Asean
ABDULLAH HAPPY W TH ASEAN VI SI TS

KUALA LUVPUR, Jan 27 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul I ah
Ahmad Badawi said he is satisfied with his visits to several Asean
menber
countries where he had been well received with truly nmeani ngfu
wel com ng
cer enoni es.

He said the visits signified the prevailing strong friendship
bet ween
Mal aysi a and t hese countri es.

"My visits were actually courtesy calls on heads of the Asean
nmenber
countries normally perfornmed by someone who has just hel d t he post
(of
Prime Mnister).

"This is actually a tradition which | also inherit.
Al handul i | | ah, they
went well," he told journalists after | aunching the book "Wra Tak
D dendang' (Unsung Heroes), witten by Deputy Information Mnister
Dat uk
Zai nuddi n Mai di n, here today.

Abdul | ah said the countries he visited, however, had upgraded
t he
visits to the level of a full official visit with various wel con ng
pr ogr ammes.

However, he said, what was inportant was that his visits had
opened
opportunities to hol d di scussions with heads of Asean countries and
from
t hese di scussions, the Prime Mnister could feel that relations
bet ween
Asean countries and Mal aysia were cordial .

The neetings too had been wi dened to di scuss bilateral rel ations
in new
sectors, Abdull ah said.

He was earlier asked to comment on the outcone of his recent
visits to
t he Asean nenber countries -- I ndonesia, Singapore, Thail and, Laos,
t he
Phi | i ppi nes, Vietnamand Canbodi a. He i s scheduled to visit Myanmar
on Jan
29.

He said the Asean | eaders had stated that Asean was a regi ona
groupi ng
where cl oser rel ations between the nenber countries in various
fields could



be forged to ensure regional security and conti nued devel opnent of
t he
regi on.

"My wish is that the cl ose cooperation that has been forged all
this
while will be further enhanced.

"They appreciate the cordial relations prevailing all this while
under
the | eadership of former Prinme M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad and
| too
will intensify cooperation between Mal aysi a and Asean countries, " he
sai d.

Meanwhi | e, when asked on out standi ng i ssues bet ween Ml aysi a and
Si ngapore, Abdul | ah sai d he had directed Forei gn M ni ster Datuk Seri
Syed
Hami d Al bar to arrange a programe to di scuss them

Asked whet her he woul d attend the Group 15 (GL5) neeting, the
Prine
M nister said he was waiting for the full report on the natter.
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