19 JAN 2004
Abdul | ah- Laos
ABDULLAH | N LACS FOR ONE- DAY VISIT

By: Ahmad Zuki man Zain

VI ENTI ANE, Jan 19 (Bernama) -- Prinme M nister Datuk Ser
Abdul | ah Ahnad
Badawi arrived here this nmorning on the fifth leg of his "courtesy
call" to
Asean capitals after assum ng office on Cct 31

He was nmet on arrival at the Wattay International Airport by
Laoti an
Deputy Prime M ni ster Sonsavat Lengsavad and Foreign M ni ster Datuk
Seri
Syed Hami d Al bar who arrived | ast night.

This is the first visit to Laos by a Mal aysian prine ninister
si nce
this country of five nillion people joined Asean in July 1997.

Former Prime M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad was here in 1994.
Soon
after his arrival, Abdull ah headed for the wel com ng cerenony at the
Nati onal Assenbly where he was greeted by his Laotian counterpart,
Bounnhang Vor achi t h.

Abdul l ah is schedul ed to hold tal ks with Vorachith at the Prinme
Mnister's office, followed with a courtesy call on President
Khant ay
Si phandone at the Presidential Pal ace.

Vorachith, who visited Mal aysia in 2001, will host a luncheon in
honour
of Abdullah at the Lao Plaza Hotel. Abdullah will |ater nmeet the
Mal aysi an
community working in Laos at the hotel.

He wi || then wi tness the signing cerenony between Exi mBank of
Mal aysi a
and the Sun Hol di ngs Co Ltd.

Abdul ' ah is scheduled to | eave for Manila at 4 pmlocal tine.

Abdul l ah's "fam liarisation trip" has taken himto Bandar Ser
Begawan,

Jakarta, Singapore and Bangkok.

He is schedul ed to visit Phnom Penh, Hanoi and Yangon next week
to
conplete the circle.

His visit to Laos is significant as Abdul | ah, then foreign
m ni ster,
had chaired the Asean M nisterial Meeting in Kuala Lunpur in 1997
t hat
wi t nessed t he adni ssion of Laos and Myanmar as the ei ghth and ninth
menber .

Canbodi a joined the fold two years | ater

Since joining the 10-nation entity, Laos -- the only | andl ocked

nmenber



-- has participated significantly inits activities, andit is
hosting the
Asean TourismForumfromJan 30 to Feb 7 and the Asean Sunmit, the
annual
neeting of Asean | eaders, in Novenber.
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