09 FEB 2004
Abdul | ah- Srmoki ng
ABDULLAH LAUNCHES NATI ONW DE ANTI - SMOKI NG CAMPAI GN

PUTRAJAYA, Feb 9 (Bernam) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah
Ahnad
Badawi | aunched a nationwi de anti -snmoki ng canpai gn today and cal | ed
for
stricter enforcenent of the lawto prohibit the sale of cigarettes
to those

under - 18.

Abdul | ah sai d that the anti-snmoking habit should be instilled
anmong t he
young right fromschool to ensure that they were aware of the
negative

effects of snoking to prevent themgrow ng into adults who were
snokers.

"My nmessage (to our children) is, take care, don't be easily
i nfl uenced
into taking up snoking by your peers. Don't be ashaned to say no.

"The adults too should stop smoking as it will not do them any
good, "
he sai d when | aunchi ng the canpai gn whi ch carries the sl ogan ' Say
No!' at
t he Putrajaya Convention Centre here.

Abdul | ah advi sed parents who snoke to try to stop the habit as
it
serves as a bad exanple to their children

Abdul | ah said that the role of teachers and parents was vital in
gui di ng the younger generation to stay away fromcigarettes as it
woul d
affect their studies and their health.

Statistics reveal that about 8 per cent of the estimated 4.6
mllion
snokers in Mal aysia represents students. It was found that 50 to 60
teenagers start snoking every day.

The governnent has allocated RM0 million a year for the next
five
years for the anti-snoking canpaign to prove its commtnent to curb
t he
snoki ng habit anong Mal aysi ans.

Abdul | ah said that he and former Prime M nister Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohanmad
had nmanaged to stay away fromci garettes altoget her

"But | dare not say that anyone who does not snoke will becone
Prine
Mnister," he said in jest at the | aunching, attended by sone 3, 000
st udent s.

The Prinme M nister said he hoped that by not snoking, the
younger



generati on woul d energe as out st andi ng students, sportsnen and al so
wor ker s
and | eaders who coul d contribute towards the nation's success.

Later, asked at a nedia conference on the ranpant sal e of
cigarettes to
teenagers, he said: "W have to i nprove our enforcenent to be nore
effective.”

Abdul | ah sai d that the canpai gn was not only aimed at reducing
t he
nurmber of snokers, it was al so to di scourage non-snokers to remain
t hat
way .

"The canpaign is for all |evels of society and students are the
mai n
target," he said.

He said that the anti-snoking canpai gn should continue to be
held to
ensure that there were fewer snokers in the country.

“"I'f we were to continue with the canpaign, |ike prohibiting
smoking in
certain places by putting up signs, we hope the nunber of snokers
anong
Mal aysi ans wi || be reduced eventual ly," he said.

Heal t h M ni ster Datuk Chua Jui Meng told the media conference
that the
per suasi on approach woul d be adopted i n the canpai gn t hrough direct
educati on based on scientific facts.

Earlier in his speech, Chua said that wonen and teenagers
account for
an i ncreasi ng nunber of snokers as a result of pronotion by tobacco
conpani es i n expandi ng t heir respective marketing network.

"Unfortunately, snoking is regarded as stylish and i n keepi ng
with the
lifestyle of a section of the society.

"I't's true that the public nust be explained clearly pertaining

to

snoki ng so that they can make a wi se choi ce when faced with the
pressure to

snmoke, " he said.

A series of anti-snoking adverstisenments will be aired by the
el ectronic nedia to outline the negative effects of the snoking
habit |ike
l ung cancer, heart di sease and stroke which may | ead to death.
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