01 JAN 2004
PM Leave
ABDULLAH ON FI VE- DAY LEAVE

KUALA LUWUR, Jan 1 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul I ah
Ahmad Badawi is on a five-day | eave starting today and will be back
to work
on Tuesday, Deputy Mnister inthe Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk
M
Kayveas sai d today.

"The prine minister informed ne yesterday that he would be on a
five-day |l eave starting today. | was told to announce it to the
nmedi a, "

Kayveas told a news conference at his New Year open house at the
Putra
Wrld Trade Centre, here.

Abdul | ah was to have attended t he open house but was represented
by
Culture, Arts and Touri smM ni ster Datuk Paduka Abdul Kadir Sheikh
Fadzir.

Al so present were Wonen and Fani |y Devel opment M ni st er Datuk

Shahri zat

Abdul Jalil and Housi ng and Local Governnent M ni ster Datuk Seri Ong
Ka

Ting, who is al so MCA president.

Kayveas, who is the Peopl es Progressive Party (PPP) president,
said
Abdul | ah deci ded to take the | eave as he had not had one since
t aki ng over
the hel mof the nation fromTun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad on Cct 31.

"Ever since taking the position, he has worked everyday,
tirelessly. He
is nowtaking a break," the deputy m nister said.

Kayveas sai d Abdul | ah was not having his | eave overseas but
woul d be in
Pul au Pangkor with his fanily.

On a different note, the PPP president said his party now
enj oyed a
"close relationship" with MCA after some turbul ence in the
rel ationship of
the two parties a few nonths ago.

M d-1 ast year PPP and MCA were at odds with each other after the
MCA
president and its top | eaders did not attend PPP's annual genera
assenbl y,
whi ch was attended by other Bari san Nasi onal conponent party
| eaders.

"W have no problems now. H's (Ong's) presence here (at the open
house)



is nuch appreciated. | thank himfor comng...it is a good gesture
and he
told me that he cane all the way fromPenang for this function,"
said
Kayveas, who was Ong's deputy at the Housi ng and Local Gover nnent
Mnistry
bef ore he noved to the Prinme M nister's Departnent.
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