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Abdul | ah- Canbodi a
ABDULLAH PLEDGES CONTI NUED | NVESTMENT, ASSI STANCE TO CAMBCDI A

By: Abdul Miin Abdul Mijid

PHNOM PENH, 26 Jan (Bernama) - Prime M nister Datuk Ser
Abdul | ah Ahnad
Badawi today pl edged conti nued Mal aysi an i nvest nent in Canbodi a as
hi s
counterpart, Hun Sen, thanked Kual a Lunpur for all the assistance
whi ch had
hel ped accel erate t he soci o- econoni ¢ devel opnent of his country,

i ncl udi ng
reduci ng the | evel of poverty.

Mal aysi a and Canbodi a are al so expected to hold their joint
conm ssi on
meeting in Kuala Lunpur in April to concretise decisions reached at
di scussi ons involving the two | eaders here in conjunction wth
Abdul | ah' s
five-hour visit to Phnom Penh

Speaki ng to Mal aysi an reporters after the tal ks, Abdull ah said
Mal aysi ans woul d play a bigger role in trade and i nvestnment with
Canbodi a.

"I explained to himthat Mal aysia is prepared to play a bigger
part,
particularly ininfrastructure devel opnent in Canbodia," said the
Prime
M ni ster, whose whirlwind visit tothis country of 13 m|lion people
capped
a hectic day which sawhimearlier in the day visiting Vietnam

Abdul I ah sai d Hun Sen was happy with the presence of the
Mal aysi an
busi ness comunity i n Canbodi a and expressed confi dence over
Mal aysi a' s
continued ability to participate in his country's devel opnent
process.

The Ml aysi an | eader al so sai d Canbodi a was keen to see cl oser
cooperation with Malaysia in the field of tourism with Hun Sen
suggesti ng
flights by Malaysia Airlines to SiemReap, the gateway to the fabl ed
tenmpl es of Angkor.

Mal aysia was al so willing to continue extendi ng assi stance to
Canbodi a
under the Ml aysi a Techni cal Cooperation Progranme, Abdul | ah said.

Speaking at a dinner in Abdullah's honour | ater, Hun Sen said
after
achi evi ng nati onwi de peace and political stability and the
integration into
regional and i nternational context, the only war that his country
was
fighting agai nst was poverty.



"I n recent years, the social and econom c devel oprment, the
nat i onal
infrastructure rehabilitation and econom c grow h have been achi eved
to a
satisfactory |evel.

"However, we have committed ourselves to further speed up
soci o-economni ¢ devel opnent so as to cut down the poverty rate as
pl anned, "
sai d Hun Sen, who had earlier personally wel comed Abdul | ah at the
Phnom
Penh I nternational Airport.

The Canbodi an Prinme M nister thanked Mal aysia for its assistance
in
hurman resource devel opnent and for encouraging its investors to
further
invest in his country.

In his remarks at the dinner held prior to his departure for
Kual a
Lummpur, Abdul | ah sai d al t hough a few Ml aysi an busi nessnen had
encount er ed
set backs, he was generally optim stic that i nvestor confidence in
Canbodi a
woul d i ncrease.

He said Mal aysi a noted that an open and pro- busi ness envi r onment
was
bei ng pronot ed by Canbodi a, including the establishment of the
necessary
regul atory and institutional framework.

Havi ng put the divisive past behind them Abdullah said he was
convinced that the resilient and resourceful people of Canbodi a
woul d
continue to nove forward and take advantage of the vast econonic
opportunities avail abl e both in their country and t he region

In this connection, the Prime M nister was hopeful that Canbodia
woul d
be able to exploit fully the econom ¢ and trade opportunities that
woul d
cone with its nenbership of the Wirld Trade Organi sation | ast year.

He al so commended Hun Sen for his determination in |eading the
peopl e
of Canmbodi a towards greater denocratisation as well as establishing
peace
and national stability.

"W await the formation of the new Third Mandat ed Roya
Gover nment  of
Canbodi a fol | owi ng t he successful and peaceful general el ection | ast
year,"
he added.

At a separate neeting with nostly nenbers of the Ml aysi an
Busi ness
Counci | of Canbodia (MBBC), Abdullah said he would |like to see them
continue contributing positively towards the good rel ati ons bet ween



the two
countri es.

It was understandabl e that they would |ike to nmake profit but
mor e
importantly, he said, they shoul d denonstrate a high | evel of
busi ness
prof essi onali smwhil e in Canbodi a.

Noti ng t hat he had not received any conpl ai nts about Ml aysi an
busi nessnmen here, Abdullah said: "All that | expect fromyouis to
keep the
good nane of Mal aysia flying high."

Establ i shed in 1997, the MBBC ai ns to encourage and support the
devel opnment of Mal aysi an busi ness comunity and i nvest ment in
Canbodi a.

Presently, MBCC nmenbers include Petronas, Ml aysia Airlines,
Canbodi a
Publ i ¢ Bank, Maybank, Muihi bbah Engi neering, Sunway Hotel, Quality
Textiles
and Busi ness Ti nes.

Abdul I ah was acconpani ed on his visit to Canbodi a by Foreign
M ni ster
Dat uk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar.

The final stop of the Prime Mnister's faniliarisation tour of
Asean
capitals is Myannmar. He succeeded Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad on Cct 31
| ast
year.
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