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Abdul | ah- Cat h
ABDULLAH TAKES OATH OF OFFI CE AS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, March 22 (Bernanma) -- Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahnmad
Badawi
today took his oath of office as Prine Mnister before the Yang di -
Pert uan
Agong Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin Putra Jamalullail a day after the
Bari san
Nasi onal was returned to power in the 11th general el ection

The cerenmony, held at the 'Balai Rong Seri' (Throne Roon) of
| st ana
Negara here, was tel ecast |ive over RTM

The Raj a Permai suri Agong Tuanku Fauzi ah Tengku Abdul Rashid was
present. Abdul | ah was acconpani ed by his wife, Datin Seri Endon
Mahnood.

Al 'so present were former Prinme M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad
and his
wife, Tun Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamed Ali, Deputy Prine M nister Datuk
Seri
Naj i b Tun Razak and his wife, Datin Seri Rosmah Mansor

Abdul | ah, 64, signed the instrunments of office w tnessed by
Chi ef
Justice Tan Sri Ahnad Fairuz Shei kh Abdul Halim

Federal Territory Mufti Prof Dr Yusuff Hussain recited the 'doa
sel amat' (prayers) at the cerenony.

The BN secured two-thirds majority on polling day yesterday when
t he
coalition won 196 of the 219 parlianmentary seats.

Abdul | ah retai ned the Kepal a Batas parlianentary seat which he
hel d
since 1978. He def eated PAS Abdul Khalid Rasid, who al so chal | enged
himin
the 1999 general election, with a magjority of 18,122 votes.

Earlier in PUTRAJAYA, Abdul | ah told a news conference at his
of ficial
residence that the first cabinet neeting of the newl y-el ected BN
gover nrent
woul d be hel d next \Wednesday.

Al'l the cabinet mnisters won the seats they contested in the
genera
el ection.
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