31 JUL 2004
LI D-d osi ng
ABDULLAH TO ESPOUSE SMART PARTNERSHI P | N H S OAN WAY

By Uni hani Sharani & Rosyatimah Tukinin

LANGKAW , July 31 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Ser
Abdul | ah Ahnad
Badawi, who paid tribute to former Prinme Mnister Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohanad
for initiating the Langkawi International Dial ogue (LID), says that
he will
espouse the Smart Partnership novenent in his own way.

At the start of his speech of the closing dinner here tonight,
he said
many of the smart partners had been used to Dr Mahathir's ways and
that he
di d not know whet her they woul d be fam liar with his (Abdullah's)
ways.

He recal l ed an i nci dent when someone asked hi mnot too | ong
after
havi ng taken over fromDr Mahat hir on how he felt about wearing Dr
Mahat hi r' s shoes.

Abdul | ah sai d he was remnmi nded that "they are big shoes."

He added, "l thought for a while and told himthat | woul d not
wear his
shoes. | will wear ny shoes and wear ny shoes confortably."

About 300 | eaders and participants from33 countries attended
the
di nner including King Mswati |11 of Swaziland, the host patron of
the 2003
Sout hern African I nternational Dial ogue.

This year's LI D had a new feature which included a busi ness,
i nvest nent
and trade showcase as wel | as busi ness mat chnmaki ng sessi ons ai ned at
fostering business ventures and networ ki ng bet ween Mal aysi an and
African
conpani es.

Abdul I ah thanked all smart partners, including all heads of
states and
governnents, for providing val uable inputs and i deas to nake the
seventh
edition of the LID a resoundi ng success.

Initially he said he had doubts whether this year's LI D woul d be
a
success, but "people around me contributed many i deas for which I'm
very
grateful ."

He hoped that all the smart | eaders and partici pants woul d
gat her
t oget her next year in the nountai nous and | andl ocked ki ngdom of
Lesotho to



nove t he smart partnership novenent even further.
The LI D, which started in 1995, has spawned similar dial ogues in
Sout hern and Eastern Africa as well as in the Cari bbean. -- BERNAMA
RT UHS SHY
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