05 JUN 2004
Abdul | ah- Corrupti on
ABDULLAH WANTS CORRUPTI ON | NDEX TO GO DOWN SI GNI FI CANTLY

KUALA LUWPUR, June 5 (Bernam) -- Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi said
he will only be satisfied when Mal aysia's corruption index has
i nproved by
| eaps and bounds.
"I will be happy with certainty when the corruption index
i nproves, "
the prinme minister said inresponse to a question fromhost Lorraine
Hahn
ina30-nmnute interviewon CNN s Tal k Asia programe aired today.
In Transparency I nternational's Corruption Perceptions | ndex for
2003,
Mal aysia's score of 5.2 ranked the country at 37th out of 133
countries and
fifth anong Asi an countries, after Singapore, Hong Kong, Japan and
Tai wan.
Transparency I nternational Ml aysia president Tunku Abdul Aziz
Tunku
| brahi mhad said that Ml aysi a had been "hoveri ng" around t he sanme
| eve
since the ranking was introduced.
Abdul | ah sai d he had prom sed the people to carry on with his
canpai gn
torid the country of corruption without fear or favour
If a corruption case had to be brought to the court, then it had
to be
done, but he had al ways stressed the i nportance of ensuring that
justice
was mai ntained at all tinmes, he said.
Asked about his follow up actions to the anti-corruption
canpai gn, he
sai d they included constant rem nders to the civil servants.
"This is a subject that | always talk about. It is also a
subj ect ny
ot her col | eagues in the Cabi net tal k about," he said.
Abdul | ah said the National Integrity Plan and the Ml aysi an
Integrity
Institute | aunched on April 23 would al so play an inportant part in
the
governnent's effort to curb corruption at all |evels.
Abdul | ah was al so asked to comment on his retenti on of severa
of
former prinme mnister Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad's ministers in his
cabi net,
whi ch was said to have drawn di sappoi nt rent fromsome peopl e.
"Well, that's the inpression they have, but as far as | am



concer ned, |
must appoi nt cabi net people that | know and | believe who can
performthe
job. 1've always said that you can use the sane vehicl e al t hough t he
driver
wi Il change," he said.

To anot her question, Abdullah reiterated that he was not under
Mahat hir' s shadow.

"No, he (Mahathir) has deci ded, he told nme he woul d not
interfere with
what ever | do, he woul d not conmrent on whatever | do. He said this
is ny
(Abdul I ah' s) governnent. You do whatever you want, you are the Prine
M nister," he added..

Abdul | ah al so said that the government was maki ng every effort

to
ensure that Mal aysi ans were united and there were no raci al
prej udi ces.
Mal aysi ans nmust be wel | - educat ed and al so wel | - behaved, he said.
On the tensions in southern Thailand, Abdullah, who is al so
I nterna
Security Mnister, said the situation was a very big concern for
Kual a

Lunpur.

"This one, it involves the Muslins and they are al so Mal ays.
Many of
themhave rel ati ves on our side of the border. They trave
frequently
crossing the border, to and from...everyday. So, anything that
happens on

that side, | fear, may have repercussi ons on our side," he said.
However, he was happy with the outcone of the discussions

bet ween hi s

Thai counterpart, Thaksin Shinawatra, and Deputy Prinme Mnister

Dat uk Seri

Naji b Tun Razak early |l ast nonth where Mal aysia were given aroleto

pl ay

-- to send religious scholars to give tal ks on the true teachi ngs of

I sl am

to di scourage extrem smand nilitancy in the provi nces concerned.
Asked how t he governnent could ensure that the anti-Anerican or

anti-Western sentinent would not spill over to Mal aysia, Abdull ah
sai d

Mal aysi a had fol | oned a path of noderation, devel opnent, nationa
unity and

good comunity rel ati ons between Miuslins nad non- Musl i ns.
"W have been successful because of this. So this we have to

mai nt ai n
at all costs," he said.
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