04 MAR 2004

Abdul | ah- Candi dat es

ABDULLAH WANTS UMNO MEMBERS TO ACCEPT CANDI DATES CHCSEN BY
LEADERSHI P

KUALA LUWUR, March 4 (Bernanma) -- Umo nenbers must make their
desire
tolet the top | eadership decide on the party's candi dates for the
com ng
general election areality, said Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badaw
t oday.

He sai d they shoul d not take action which was detrinental to the
party
if they were not sel ected as candi dat es.

"Don't say leave it to the | eadership but (at the sane tine
sayi ng)
nom nate me, how can this be, if youleave it to the | eadership
then | et
it be so.

"Subsequently, if the | eader sel ects anyone, accept the
deci si on,
because this is what we want," he said after chairing the Barisan
Nasi onal
(BN) Suprene Council neeting and the Umo Suprene Council neeting at
Menar a
Dato Onn, Putra Wrld Trade Centre (PWC), here today.

Par | i anent was dissolved today to enable the 11th genera
el ection
within 60 days.

Abdul I ah, who is acting Umo president and BN chai rman, said
Umo
menbers nmust accept the fact that it was the party that was
contesting
whil e the candi dates were nerely its agents.

"I too went through this process for nmany years, | was deci ded
by the
top | eadershi p too.

"I did not know then whether | would be contesting or not, but
fortunately it can be said that | had contested in every genera
el ection,"”
he said.

This will be the first tinme Abdullah is leading the BNin the
genera
el ection since assum ng the post of Prime Mnister fromTun Dr
Mahat hi r
Mohamad on COct 31, |ast year.

Abdul | ah adnmitted that there were peopl e who rem nded himto be
carefu
over the sel ection of Umo candi dates as this usually posed
probl ens.



"For those who are expecting sonething, it's natural if you are
di ssappointed (if you ara not chosen) but you should be able to
control
yoursel f," he said.

He said they should not allowtheir frustration to | ead them
into doing
t hi ngs whi ch woul d weaken the party and create factions.

Asked about cabi net ministers who had expressed the desire to
retire
Abdul | ah sai d: "Al hanmdul I'i | ah".

Asked about the number of nministers involved, he replied: "You
sai d
there were just now, | was about to ask who."

However, he said he woul d not stop anyone who wi shed to retire.

"If they feel it'stime to retire because they have served a
long tinme
or are unwell, we say thank you to them" he said.

Abdul | ah said there were those who had i nformed hi mabout their
intention but declined to el aborate.

Asked on t he nunber of Menteris Besar who woul d be standing for
Parlianentary seats, Abdullah said: "Don't knowyet."

Earlier, he said Umo candi dates woul d be announced a day before
nom nati on day.
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