23 JUL 2004

ABDULLAH S | NTERACTI ON W TH PRESS RECEI VES GOOD DI SPLAY | N | NDI AN
MEDI A

NEWDELH , July 23 (Bernanma) -- Mal aysian Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi ' s recent interaction with pressnen and
acadeni cs from
around the worl d received a five-colum display featured with his
pi cture
in the Indian nedia.

H s statenent that he wanted to "showcase Mal aysia as a country
whi ch
practices an Islamthat is noderate, that does not confront any
group of
peopl e of other religions" woul d have wi de appeal anong the Indian
masses.

On Mal aysia's relationshipwith the United States, what he said,
as per
details carried in the English daily, the H ndu, conformed broadly
with the
pol i cy being pursued by India, particularly inregard to Iragq.

Abdul | ah' s statenment regardi ng devel opi ng countries deserving a
much
better deal too would have a good appeal in this country, as it
woul d have
anywhere el se in the devel opi ng worl d.

The prinme minister was realistic, when he said "At the sane
time, we
nmust do sonet hi ng on our own. W cannot nerely be demandi ng al
sorts of
things and making all sorts of statenents."

It was perhaps the first tinme that Abdullah received such a w de
di splay in I ndian papers since he took over as Prine Mnister from
Tun Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad on Cct 31, |ast year
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