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By: Miin Abdul Mjid

PHNOM PENH, Jan 25 (Bernama) -- After a week-long lull, Datuk
Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi enbarks on the final |eg of his courtesy calls
on
Asean | eaders as he arrives tonorrowfor his first visit here as the
new
Mal aysi an head of governmnent.

The Prine Mnister's hectic day begins with atrip to the
Vi et nanese
capi tal of Hanoi before his arrival at PhnomPenh's internationa
ai rport
in the afternoon.

The courtesy visits, choreographed to reaffirmMal aysia's strong
conmtnent toits fell ow Asean nmenbers as well as all ow Dat uk Seri
Abdul | ah
to get closer to other regional |eaders, have so far taken himto
Bandar
Seri Begawan, Jakarta, Singapore, Bangkok, Vientiane and Manil a.

Rel ati ons bet ween Kual a Lunpur and Phnom Penh have al ways been
cordi al,
as attested by the state visit by the Yang di - Pertuan Agong Tuanku
Syed
Sirajuddin Putra Jamalullail to Phnom Penh i n Decenber 2002 and t he
attendance of the then prime mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanad at the
Ei ghth
Asean Sunmmit in the Canbodi an capital a nonth earlier.

Soon after his arrival, Datuk Seri Abdull ah, who becane
Mal aysi a' s
fifth Prime Mnister on Oct 31 | ast year, is scheduled to lay a
wreat h at
t he I ndependence Monurent in central PhnomPenh, a charming city of
over
one million people at the confluence of the Mekong, Tonl e Sap and
Bassac
rivers.

The inposing structure at the intersection of the Norodomand
Si hanouk
boul evards was i naugurated in 1958 to cel ebrate Canbodi a' s
i ndependence
fromforeignrule. Now, it al so serves as a nonunment to Canbodi a's
war
dead.

Abdul 'ah will then head for the Ofice of the Council of
M ni sters
where he is scheduled to hold tal ks with his Canbodi an counterpart,
Sandech



Hun Sen.
The Prine Mnister will return to his hotel for a tea reception
Wi th
t he Mal aysi an community in Canbodia and, in the evening, attend a
di nner
hosted i n his honour by Hun Sen before returning to Kual a Lunmpur.
Canbodia is no stranger to Datuk Seri Abdull ah for he was the
one in
1997, in his capacity as Malaysia's then Foreign Mnister, was in
Phnom
Penh to formally invite the Indochinese country to attend the Kual a
Lunpur
Asean M nisterial Meeting.
But a political feud between Hun Sen and former co-premer
Prince
Nor odom Ranar i ddh pronpt ed Asean t o post pone Canbodia's entry into
t he
groupi ng at the 1997 neeting whi ch saw t he adm ssi on of Laos and
Myannar .
Since joining the grouping in 1999, there have been many
i nprovenent s
in Canbodi a but it remai ns one of the poorer nenbers of Asean, an
association formed in 1967 with Mal aysi a, | ndonesi a, Phili ppines,
Thai | and
and Si ngapore as its pioneer nenbers.
Later admi ssions were Brunei, Vietnam Laos, Myannmar and
Canbodia, a
country of 13 million famous for its fabled Angkor VWt and its sad
hi story
of the "Killing Fields" during which 1.7 nillion people died under
t he
genoci dal Khmer Rouge regi ne.
Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hanmid Al bar said being a
pi oneer
menber of Asean, Mal aysia, one of the | argest foreign investors in
Canbodi a, could contribute in bridgingthe gap between the newer and
ol der
nmenbers of the grouping.
Intalks with Hun Sen, Datuk Seri Abdullah is expected to convey
Kual a
Lumpur's wi |l I i ngness to enhance cooperation with Canbodi a i n vari ous
fields, including trade and i nvestnent as wel |l as capacity-building.
It is alsolikely that he will express Ml aysia's readiness to
conti nue
ext endi ng techni cal assi stance under the Mal aysi an Techni cal
Cooperation
Programme to Canbodi a.
Hundreds of Canbodi an of ficials have attended short and | ong-
term
courses in various fields such as adm ni stration, diplonacy,
techni ca
studi es and vocational training in Mlaysia.



Latest figures showed that total trade between Ml aysi a and
Canbodi a
fromJanuary to Cctober 2003 anpunted to about RM230 million (US
$60. 7
mllion).

Currently, nmore than 40 Mal aysi an conpani es are operating in
Canbodi a
and their total registered capital reportedly exceeds US$1. 8
billion.

Their w de-ranging ventures include in sectors such as garnent
and
textil es; banking; hotel and appartnents; petrol eum
t el econmmuni cati ons;
forestry and property devel opnent.

One of the key areas that could well be tapped by Ml aysi an
busi nessnen
is Canbodi a's touri smsector, which, together with its garnent
i ndustry,
forms the mai nstay of the country's overall growth

Mal aysi an conpani es have the experti se and technol ogy to
transfer to
Canbodi a, with the condition that PhnomPenh provi des t he necessary
envi ronment to enabl e the private sector to tap business potentials
there.

Syed Hami d said that when addressing the tea reception on
Monday, Dat uk
Seri Abdul l ah is expected to rem nd Mal aysi ans in Canbodi a of their
role
and responsibility while operating in a foreign country.

Referring to the Prime Mnister's recent visit to Laos, the
m ni ster
said: "W are very happy about the i nage that the Ml aysi an
i nvestors have
made i n Laos. They are very much wel coned t here and have est abl i shed
a good
name for thensel ves."

This, Syed Hami d said, contributed to the i mage of the country
and its
| eaders, and positively transl ated Mal aysi a' s prosper-thy-nei ghbour
policy.

Mal aysi an busi nessnmen in Canbodi a could well enulate their
counterparts
in Laos.

Cari ng nei ghbours are what Canbodi a needs, and Mal aysi a's
you- can-count-on-ne principle will be the message t hat Datuk Ser
Abdul | ah
is expected to put across during his visit tonorrow.
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