23 JUL 2004
Commer ci a
ACADEMY TO TRAI N 50, 000 COVWERCI AL DRI VERS

BESUT, July 23 (Bernama) -- The Commercial Driving Acadeny
pl anned for
Gong Medang near here will be capabl e of training 50,000 comrercia
drivers, said Terengganu Menteri Besar Datuk Seri ldris Jusoh.

The acadeny, to be opened by Automati ve Centre of Excell ence Sdn
Bhd
(ACE) can train 400 to 500 drivers a week onits 16kmcircuit, he
told
reporters at the academy's ground-breaking cerenony attended by ACE
chai rman Tan Sri Abdul Rahman Ovar and National Acadeny of
Mot or sports
chai rman Dat uk Mukhriz Mahathir.

Idris said the RMLOO million acadeny, to be ready in eight or
ni ne
nont hs, coul d provi de 150 jobs to | ocals and contribute to the
state's
tourismand econony.

Meanwhi | e, Abdul Rahman said the country still |acked
pr of essi onal
commerci al drivers including container drivers, the demand for whom
will
increase with the conpl etion of the new East Coast Hi ghway I|i nking
Kual a
Lunmpur and Ter engganu.

He sai d ACE pl anned sinmilar academ es in Johor, Penang, Sabah
and
Sarawak following its first acadeny i n Sepang, Sel angor whi ch was

opened by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi on Feb 8.
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