14 MAR 2004

Mahat hi r - Changes

ACCEPT CHANGES W TH Tl ME TO PRESERVE | SLAM C FUNDAMENTALS, SAYS
MAHATHI R

KUALA LUVWPUR, March 14 (Bernama) -- Former Prine M nister Tun Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad t oday urged Muslins worl dwi de t o accept and nanage
changes
over time to preserve the fundanental s of |slam

"Everyt hi ng changes over time. W can resi st change, be orthodox
and
conservative but we cannot reject change i ndefinitely.

"W can either accept the changes as they conme or we can nodify
t hem
O course we can also initiate changes oursel ves. Wat ever we do
changes
will take place," he said in his keynote address at the Advista
Arabia VI
Conf erence in Jeddah.

The text of his speech, titled ' The Dynani cs of Change - The
Mal aysi an
Experience', was faxed to Bernanma here today.

The former Prine M nister al so expressed regret over sone
Musl i ms who
rej ect change in order to remain as they were or as they thought
they were

in the past.
He said that in Mal aysia, the percentage of Muslins dropped from
99 per
cent to 60 per cent but they did not nodify or manage t he changes
br ought

about by Western (British) colonisation.

The Muslins, he said, refusing to adapt thenselves to the
devel opnent a
needs of the colonisers, withdrew and i sol ated thensel ves and were
mar gi nal i sed as i mm grant Chinese and I ndians filled the needs of a
country
bei ng devel oped by the British for its wealth.

However, despite their small majority, he said, they renai ned
t he
country's nmost powerful political el enent, gai ning cooperation from
ot her
races by using their power judiciously to bring stability to the
country
and so enable it to devel op

Dr Mahathir said that beyond inter-racial cooperation, however,
t he
government systemstill needed to be changed as Mal aysi a coul d not
revert
to the old pre-colonial feudal systemwhere nine sultans ruled their



own
smal | states.

Inresolving the matter, he said, a constitution providing for a
parlianentary denbcracy with a constitutional (non executive)
monar ch,
i nstead of a republic, was fornul at ed.

Dr Mahathir al so said that Ml aysia woul d have to devel op new
strategies in order to manage the change brought about by the new
t echnol ogi es.

"As soon as a change occurs," he said, the machinery for dealing
Wi th
it should be activated, the problens studi ed and anal ysed, sol utions
suggest ed and deci si ons nade.

"The solution may be right or wong but it is better to do
somet hi ng
than to let things go their way. If the solution fails, corrections
can be
made or a new sol ution proposed and tried," he said.

"If we still fail, we will try again. Certainly failure to
manage
change wi Il not be for want of trying," he added.
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