16 JAN 2004
Agong-Arts
AGONG OPENS USM ABN AMRO ARTS AND CULTURAL CENTRE

PENANG, Jan 16 (Bernama) -- The Yang di - Pertuan Agong, Tuanku
Syed
Sirajuddin Syed Putra Janal ul I ai | today opens the USM ABN AMRO Art s
and
Cultural Centre in Lebuh Pantai here.

He was nmet on arrival by Chief Mnister Tan Sri Koh Tsu Koon
Uni versiti Sains Mal aysi a (USM Vi ce Chancel | or Prof Datuk Dzul ki fli
Abdu
Razak and USM Board of Directors Chairnman Tan Sri Ani Arope.

The Ki ng was acconpani ed by Raja Pernmai suri Agong, Tuanku
Fauzi ah
Tengku Abdul Rashid, who is al so the university's chancell or

The centre, which provides information on the arts and cul tural
devel opnments in the country, was set up with the cooperation of the
mer chant bank, ABN AMRO

H s Majesty struck the gong three times to mark the openi ng of
t he
centre before touring an exhibition of Mal ay weapons.

I n her speech, Tuanku Fauzi ah hoped that the arts and cul tures
of the
various conmuni ti es were taught again to students to foster
traditional
val ues and pronote unity.

"The efforts to bring back the various aspects of our arts and
cul tures, which are on the verge of extinction, are nost appropriate
and by
having this centre, society could see and |l earn, and help also to
popul ari se the arts and cul tures of each race," she said.

Meanwhi | e, Dzul ki fli said USMwas pl anni ng various arts
activities and
exhi bitions, including an exhibition of Thousand Faces of Tun Dr
Mahat hi r
Mohamad.

Later in the evening, their Mjesties attended the "Ml am
Sanggar
Sanj ung" (Hall of the Fane) of the university.

The Regent of Perlis Tuanku Syed Fai zuddi n Syed Sirajuddin Putra
Jamal ul l ail and the Raja Puan Muda of Perlis, Tuanku Lail atul
Shahr een
Akashah were al so present.

During the function, Tuanku Fauzi ah | aunched the | ogo for the
35t h
anni versary of USM

She al so presented awards to nore than USM 200 | ecturers,
researchers
and officers for achievenents in various fields | ast year.



Ei ght of themreceived proni nent researcher award, 41 research
pr oduct
awar d, seven publication award, four creativity award and six
excel I ent
educat i oni st award.

They each received a trophy and cash.
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