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ALL SYSTEMS GO FOR 7TH LANGKAW | NTERNATI ONAL DI ALOGUE

By: Miin Abdul Mjid

LANGKAW , July 29 (Bernama) -- The stage is set for the d oba
2004
Langkawi I nternational Dial ogue starting Thursday as devel opi ng
countries
once again cone face to face with i ssues plaguing their path towards
devel opnent .

A streamof presidents, prine mnisters, entrepreneurs and a
ki ng have
converged on this | egendary resort island to partake in three days
of
i ntense di scussi ons over efforts to uplift the well-being of the
citizens
of the devel opi ng countries of the South.

Under white nmarquees erected on the white sands of the Pel angi
Beach
Resort, a record 700 participants will hold tal ks on | ong- st andi ng
i ssues
i ke poverty eradication and efforts to foster smart partnership
anong t he
corporate sectors of participating countries.

Sout h African Vice-President Jacob G Zuma went straight to the
poi nt
when he said that gl obalisation and poverty were the two big issues
facing
the worl d today.

"While the world is (being) developed, it doesn't seemto be
addr essi ng
t he probl ens of the poorest of the poor," he said on arrival at the
Langkawi | nternational Airport.

The t hree-day di al ogue, thened "Towards a Smarter 4 obe-
Reconci | i ng
Devel opnent Chal | enges with G obal Security Through D al ogue, ™ wil |
be
opened by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi t oday.

This is the first tinme the biennial dialogue is being held under
t he
hel mof Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi , t he Host
Pat ron of
t he d obal 2004.

The | eaders are expected to take stock of the progress achi eved
by the
smart partnership process enbodi ed by the LID and take further
measures to
nove it forward to bring about a nore equitable world.

The host patron of G obal 2003, King Mswati of Swazil and, said
he hoped
to touch on the subject of howsnmall econom es coul d cooperate with



countries havi ng bi gger econom es at the dial ogue i n Langkaw .
Sci ence, Technol ogy and | nnovati ons M ni ster Datuk Dr Janal udi n
Jarjis
was nore succint in outlining his thoughts about the LID, first
noot ed by
former Prime M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad in 1995.
In a message i ssued ahead of the LID, he said the dial ogue woul d
gi ve
enphasi s to neeting the chall enges of creating a nore equitable
worl d so
that the divide between the haves and have-nots coul d be narrowed.
"This will require the bol dness of | eaders, governments,
busi ness
community and soci ety as a whole to tackl e the chal |l enges," he sai d.
H s sentinent was echoed by Nam bi an Presi dent Dr Sam Nuj oma who
said
that conmerce and trade | i nkages bet ween devel oped and devel opi ng
countries
must be based on mutual benefit for all the parties involved.
"No exploitation of nen by nmen should be allowed,"” said the LID
vet er an
who has | ed Namibia, a nation of 1.95 mllion, since March 1990.
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