22 JUL 2004
Abdul | ah- Chi r ac
M SI A- FRANCE AGREE TO EXPLORE NEW AREAS

By: Mkhail Raj Abdullah
PARI' S, July 22 (Bernama) -- Mal aysia and France have agreed to
expl ore
new ar eas such as bi ot echnol gy, education and tourismin efforts to
expand
bilateral ties.
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi sai d Thur sday
t hat
whil e both sides agreed that existing ties were excellent and both
had
benefited i mensely, they needed to be further reinforced and
w dened.
He tol d Bernama this over the phone on his way to Le Bourget
Ai rport,
after calling on French President Jacques Chirac at El ysee Pal ace,
at the
heart of the French capital.
Describing the tal ks hel d over lunch as highly productive,
Abdul I ah
said they were conducted in an open and frank manner, reflective of
t he
deep bond between the | eaders of both countries.
Wi | e previously, excellent relations existed between Chirac and
former
prinme mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, Abdul | ah expressed
confi dence t hat
rel ati ons between hi mand the French | eader woul d al sa gr ow deeper
He al so said that a major part of discussion was on
i nternati onal
i ssues centred on the security situationin lraq and the | ong-
st andi ng
conflict between Israel and Pal esti ne.
As far as lIraqg was concerned, Abdullah said, he shared Chirac's
deep
concerns over the situation there, which coul d best descri bed as
“mencemaskan' (al arming).
The prine mnister said it was crucial for the Iragi people to
realise
that the upcom ng el ection in January was a gol den opportunity for
themto
choose t he government they want ed.
Therefore, they should undertake efforts to ensure peace and
stability.
Abdul | ah said there were al so concerns over the di sputes anong
t he
various groups such as the Syiah, Sunni and Kurds.
On Pal estine, he said a formul a was needed to resol ve the



conflict

bet ween the Israelis and Pal esti ni ans, whi ch was why t he Road Map
for Peace

shoul d be adhered to by both sides in efforts to stop the situation
from

getting out of control.

Nevert hel ess, Abdul | ah and Chirac agai n expressed concern over
t he
| eadership crisis between Arafat and Prine M nister Ahnmed Quri e,
sayi ng
t hat whatever differences between themshoul d be resol ved so t hat
Pal esti ne
coul d present a united front in the quest for peace.

He said Arafat was still needed while the role of the prine
m ni ster
needed to be clarified.

Abdul | ah stressed that in all these, the Big Power should play a
central role to ensure that the Road Map for Peace was i npl enent ed
according to the tinme table.

The | eaders al so di scussed the M| enni um Devel opnent Fund
proposed by
France at the group of eight industrialised countries' neeting
recently to
tackl e gl obal poverty and resol ve the probl emof starvation and
backwar dness.

Since the proposal was still in the early stages, Abdullah said,
t he
detail s woul d have to be ironed out so that the poor countries could
reap

practical benefit fromthe fund.

Asked whet her Mal aysi a woul d support the fund, he said that at
this
stage Ml aysi a was supportive in principle.

The prine minister also said that he was very satisfied with the
outcorme of the talks with Chirac.

He [ ater inspected a guard-of-honour at the Le Bourgeot airport
before
departing for London, where he is schedul ed to neet British Prine
M ni ster
Tony Blair.

Abdul | ah arrived here on Tuesday ni ght for the second | eg of his
tour
of the western powers. He was acconpani ed by Forei gn M ni ster Datuk
Seri
Syed Hami d Al bar.
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