03 MAY 2004
Mahat hir- Antarcti ca
ANTARCTI CA SHOULD BE A LAND OANED BY NO ONE, SAYS MAHATHI R

PENANG, May 3 (Bernamm) -- The denmand to preserve Antarctica as
a
gl obal conmon of terra nullis or aland owned by no one shoul d be
enbodi ed
ininternational agreenents, said forner prine mnister Tun Dr
Mahat hi r
Mohamad t oday.

He said that even if there was a general agreenent that
resour ces of
Antarctica shoul d not be exploited, there woul d be countries
opposition to
such a treaty.

"Rogue nations may try to extract the oil and other mnera
resour ces
in which Antarctica is rich" he said in a keynote address at an
i nternational sem nar on Antarctica organi sed by the Universiti
Sai ns
Mal aysia (USM here today.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia had contribute a serious ideato
preserve
Antarctica as a uninhabited | and and it shoul d be given seri ous
consi deration by the world.

"Mal aysi a has voiced that there are countries which lay claimto
Antarctica and they may just try to extract the rich deposits of oi
and
m neral s and destroy forever the pristine condition of this icy
continent,"
he said.

Dr Mahathir said that there was a great deal of worry now t hat
if the
ice of Antarctica nelt for whatever reason then the [ evel of the sea
woul d
ri se so high that many i sl and nations woul d just di sappear beneath
t he sea,
and nmuch of the countries bordering the sea would shrink as the sea
f1 ooded
the low|ying areas and the river basins.

He said the fear was very deal and as the world was experiencing
gl obal
war m ng due to the shrinking of the ozone | ayer

"Nowif Antarcticais exploited for its great m neral resources,
we
cannot really know what effect it would have on the i ce conti nent
and on
the environnent throughout the world.

It was because of this fear, he said that Ml aysia decided to



oppose
cl ai ns of ownership of Antarctica, he said.

Dr Mahathir said it was now clear that Ml aysi a had gai ned
recognition
for its interest in Antarctica and the research work that it was
doi ng
t here.
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