26 JUL 2004
Muhyi ddi n- Umo
APPO NTMENT OF UWMNO MI' MEMBERS | S PRESI DENT' S PREROCGATI VE

JOHOR BAHARU, July 26 (Bernama) -- Umo vice-president Tan Sr
Muhyi ddi n Yassi n sai d the deci si on whet her to appoi nt candi dat es,
who have
lost inthe contest for the vice-presidency, into the Umo Suprene
Counci
(MI) is the prerogative of the party president.

Muhyi ddi n, who is al so Agriculture and Agro-based I ndustry
M ni ster,
sai d he had personal | y experi enced bei ng excluded fromthe M after
havi ng
| ost the contest for the vice-presidency when Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohamad was
| eadi ng Umo.

"It's the prerogative of the Umo president...|'ve experienced
it, |
was out of the MI for four years. So, it's nothing unusual for ne,"
he said
when net after opening the conference of agricultural officers at a
hot el ,
here t oday.

He said this when asked to coment on press reports today which
quot ed
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi, who i s al so acting
umo
president, as saying that losers in the contest for the vice-
presidency in
Sept enber, m ght not necessarily be appointed into the M.

"The (Umo) president's statement m ght also be a rem nder for
us who
are contesting, if we feel we can't win, we should not contest,"
said
Muhyi ddi n.

According to Muhyiddin, all the eight candidates for the
vi ce- presi dency actual |y had a choi ce, whether to contest for one of
the 25
seats in the MI, or go for one of the three vice-president's seats.

Two candi dates who will defend their post as vice-presidents in
t he
party el ections in Septenber are Mihyiddin hinmsel f and Tan Sr
Muhanmad
Muhamad Tai b, while six others who are contesting for the post are
Dat uk
Seri Mohd Ali Rustam Datuk Mistapa Mohanmed, Tan Sri |sa Sanmad,

Dat uk Seri
Adnan Yaakob, Datuk Shahrir Samat and Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar.
"It's the president's prerogative, so if the president has said



so,
maybe he will not appoint me to sit inthe MI (if | lose)...l have
| ost
bef ore and Tun Dr Mahat hir did not appoint ne, | took a rest for
f our
years," he added.

He said those who were not nenbers of the MI woul d not be able
to
foll owthe di scussi ons on naj or national policies.
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