20 MAR 2004
El ecti on- Mahat hi r
ARABS SHOCKED OVER PAS' PROM SE OF PASSAGE TO HEAVEN, SAYS MAHATHI R

JERLUN, March 20 (Bernama) -- Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d t oday
t he
clai mby PAS that those who vote for the party is guaranteed a
passage to
heaven has al so shocked the Arabs.

The former prinme mnister said that when he was in Saudi Arabia
recently, many Arabs were shocked on reading a report in a |l ocal
newspaper
quoting PAS spiritual |eader Datuk Ni k Azi z Ni k Mat as sayi ng t hat
those
who vote for PAS woul d be assured of a place in heaven.

"The Arabs thensel ves were shocked and asked woul d t hey not be
able to
go to heaven as they are not Ml aysians and certainly will not be
voting
for PAS.

"They were saddened because there are Muslins who coul d make
such
clains," he said when opening the Jerlun Umo division's Wsma Umo
here.

Present were Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain
and
BN s Dat uk Abdul Rahman Ariffin who is contesting the Jerlun
parlianentary
seat, and the BN candi dates contesting state seats -- O hman Aziz
(Ayer
H tanm) and Abu Hassan Sarif (Kota Seputeh).

Dr Mahathir, who is Kedah Bari san Nasi onal el ection advi ser,
al so
chal | enged PAS to prove through the Quran or Hadith (a coll ection of
sayi ngs of Prophet Muhamuad and of traditions about him stating
t hat
voters who do not vote for PASin the el ection are apost ates.

He said that el ections were held to determ ne which party woul d
form
t he government and rul e the country, and not to deternine the faith
of
Musl i s.

"It is not held to determ ne who are apost ates because nobody
could
ever deternine who are apostates because that's not the task of
political
parties. Elections are for the people to el ect their representatives
in
parlianment who are credible and efficient and if in sufficent
nunber, then



to formthe governnent," he said.

Dr Mahat hir also said that Nk Aziz who previously stated that
wonen
cannot becone | eaders was now under pressure to field wonen
candi dat es
nerely to fish for votes and as such, in Kedah, the party was
fielding two
wonen candi dat es, Ai shah Ghazali in the Merbau Pul as state
constituency and
Dr Rohani Abdul Mutalib in the Jitra state constituency.

"Umo has been fiel ding wonen candi dates right fromthe start
because
inlslam wonen al so have their rights,"” he said.

Speaking to reporters later, Dr Mahathir said that the Kedah BN
needs
to do better in this general election

"After |osing several seats to PAS in 1999, the Kedah BN nust do
better
and recapture those seats," he said.

Speaki ng at a neet-the-peopl e session in Kangar, Dr Mahathir
sai d that
the BN nust still remain in power for the sake of the people and the
future
of the country.

He was concerned over the tactics of the opposition which clains
t hat
electing PASwas inlinewith the Islamic struggles, causing
conf usi on
anmong t he peopl e.

Dr Mahathir said that the BN, a coalition of parties
representing the
various races in the country, was t he best exanpl e of cooperation as
t he
respective conponent parties was not greedy or power crazy.

"They use religion for politics...we pronote religion to ensure

t he
country's progress,” he said.

Dr Mahat hir said he was happy with the people's support for the
BN in
Perlis in the general election.

"There are only 15 peopl e (candi dates contesting state
seats)...not
many, but give themall your votes. W are not voting in just the
el ected
representatives but the governnent,"” he said.

In his speech, Shahidan said that all the three parlianentary
seats in
Perlis were considered "white" while all the 15 state seats coul d be
won by
t he BN.

In the | ast general election, the BN won 12 state seats. The
Sangl ang,



Quar Sanji and Santan state seats were won by PAS.
Perlis has 112,482 voters, nostly Mal ays.
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