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ATF 2005 ROADSHOW ROLLS I NTO S' PORE

By: Sal bi ah Sai d

SI NGAPORE, Aug 5 (Bernamm) -- Fresh fromits successful staging
in
Kual a Lunmpur on Monday, the Asean Touri smForum ( ATF) 2005 roadshow
rol | ed
into Singapore today, with officials upbeat over the region's
prospects as
a premer tourist destination.

At their pronotional blitz for industry players and the | ocal
medi a
here, they expressed confidence that the forum to be held on the
resort
i sland of Langkawi in Kedah fromJan 21 to Jan 29 next year, woul d
attract
nore participants than the one held in Laos | ast year.

The mai n highlight of ATF 2005 will be the Asean Travel Exchange
(Travex), which will see sone 400 buyers fromaround the world
nmeeti ng and
expl ori ng busi ness opportunities with over 400 sellers fromthe
regi on.

Travex is al so expected to draw 150 representatives fromthe
international and | ocal travel trade nmedia.

Sone 1,500 del egates are expected to turn up at Langkawi for the
ni ne-day event, thened "Shifting the Paradi gm- Prospering the
Regi on. "

The ATF 2005 conmittee conprises Tourism Ml aysia, Ml aysi a
Airlines,
Mal aysi an Associ ation of Hotels (MAH), Ml aysi an Associ ati on of Tour
and
Travel Agents (MATTA), Asean TourismAssociation (Aseanta) and the
Langkawi
Devel oprment Aut hority (Lada).

At today's presentation, TourismMal aysia's Acting Director
Gener al ,
M rza Mohammad Tai yab, who heads t he ATF 2005 secretariat, said of
the 400
buyers expected to participate in Travex, 25 percent woul d cone from
Asean.

The others are fromAsia (28 percent); Cceania (7.0 percent);
M ddl e
East (10 percent); Europe (20 percent); Scandi navia (5.0 percent)
and t he
Anericas (5.0 percent).

O the 400 booths at the travel exchange, 80 had been allotted
for
Si ngapor e, he said.

Unl i ke the previous fora, next year's ATF woul d see nore buyers



from
Asean' s di al ogue partners |i ke Japan, China and South Korea, he
added.

In conjuction with the forum the Asean Touri sm Associ ati on
(Aseant a)
wi Il organi se the Asean Touri sm Conf erence on Jan 26.

Former Mal aysian Prine M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhanad, the
prime
nover of Langkaw 's devel opnment fromnore than a decade ago, has
been
invited to deliver a keynote address at the one-day conference. But
this
had yet to be finalised, Aseanta president Agus Sali msaid.

The Deputy General Manager of the Langkawi Tourism Action
Counci |,
Shaharudin Itam said Langkawi attracted an average of 130, 000
tourists
each nont h.

Si ngapor eans conpri sed the bul k of the 600,000 foreign tourists
to the
i sland | ast year.

O the seven million tourists who visited Mal aysia so far this
year,
six mllion were fromAsean countri es.

"Seven generations have passed. Cone to Langkawi and see for
your sel f
how nuch devel oprment has taken place. It is nowa flourishing
touri st
destination, with nore hotels to acconmodate visitors," Shaharudin
told
reporters.

At the presentation, the Assistant Chief Executive
(I'nternational) of
t he Si ngapore Touri smBoard, Dr Chan Tat Hon, said the | ong-term
prospects
of the tourismindustry in Asia renained positive, especially in
Asean.

He was confident that intra-Asean traffic would growin a big
way,
gi ven the growi ng nobility of people in this region and conmm t nent
from
governments in Asean towards ensuring the viability of the industry.

Dr Chan al so urged | ocal industry players to fully support the
forumin
Langkawi , noting that ATF 2005's success woul d al so portray Asean's
success
as a dynanic region

The ATF Forum 2005 wi Il al so have simlar road shows to Jakarta
(Aug
6); Bangkok (Aug 9); Vientiane (Aug 10); Yangon (Aug 12); Phnom Penh
(Aug
16); Hanoi (Aug 18), Bandar Seri Begawan (Aug 24); Manila (Aug 25)



and
Medan (Sept 9). -- BERNAMA
SS SHY
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