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AUSSI|I E NEWSPAPER HAI LS ABDULLAH S VI CTORY

MELBOURNE, March 23 (Bernanm) -- Mal aysi ans voted for econonic
grow h,
social stability and political choice and in the process renounced
religious fundanentalism ' The Australian' newspaper saidin an
editorial.

It said it was a personal triunph for Prine M nister Datuk Ser
Abdul | ah Badawi , who after just five nmonths in office has received a
ri ngi ng endorsenent for his reformprograme.

"And they are very good news for everybody who understands that
denocracy is the best antidote to the Islam ¢ fundanmental i smthat
fosters
political terrorism" the editorial said.

"The governi ng Bari san Nasional coalition has won a t hunpi ng
majority
in the national parliament. And in state polls the Islanicist PAS
party
| ost one, and just held onin the other of the two states it
governed. "

The newspapers told its readers that Ml aysian el ections "are
free and
fair, the ball ot boxes are not stuffed and while opposition parties
may not
get rmuch of a run in the national nmedia, they can canpai gn hard"
And
voters had access to all the information they need to nmake their own
j udgnent s.

"I'n the 1999 general election the government of |ong-serving
Prine
M ni ster Dr Mahat hir Mohamad was given a fright when a najority of
et hni c
Mal ay voters, its core constituency, deserted to the Islamic
religious
opposition party in sone states," the newspaper said.

"But, this time, Malay el ectors responded to M Abdul |l ah's
crackdown on
corruption by voting the Government back i nto an unassail abl e
parlianentary
posi tion.

"They were joined by I ndian and Chi nese voters, happy to support
a
coalition dom nated by M Abdul | ah's United Mal ays Nati ona
Organi sati on,
rat her than PAS, which ran | ess on a political than religious
pl at f orm

"Inthe states it controlled, PAS inposed a fundanentali st
interpretation of the Koran on all citizens. The party advocated a



crimna
| aw t he Tal i ban woul d wel conme, i ncl udi ng execution by stoning for
crimnals.

"And one of its spiritual |eaders warned Muslinms that while
heaven
awai ted its supporters, people who voted for other parties were
hel | - bound.

I n pl ace of such zeal otry, Ml aysi ans have returned a Gover nnent
that has

tripledincomes and reduced poverty levels froma third of al
househol ds

in 1982 to just 5 per cent now, and which does not enphasise the
rol e of

religionin public life.

"Perhaps in their enthusiasmfor stability rather than religious
extrem sm the voters got carried away. Denocraci es work best when
governnents face strong oppositions and a prine nminister with cl ose
to 200
of the 219 seats in the national parlianment, as M Abdullah has, is
hardly
under pressure.

"But the imutable fact is that the people have voted for
econom ¢
growt h, social stability and political choice. And in doing so they
have
renounced religious fundanentalism" the editorial concluded.
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