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Azi zan-Tri bute
AZI ZAN KEPT HECTI C PACE TO H' S LAST DAY

By: Azman U ang

KUALA LUWUR, July 14 (Bernanma) -- Tan Sri Azi zan Zainul Abidin
kept a
very hectic pace attendi ng several neetings daily, even hours before
he
di ed this norning.

Azi zan, 69, who wore several corporate hats including chairman
of the
National Q| Corporation Petronas and Mal aysia Airlines (MAS), met
Second
Fi nance M ni ster Tan Sri Nor Mohaned Yakcop at his office in
Putraj aya
yesterday evening to discuss matters relating to Putrajaya
Cor por ati on.

Putraj aya Corporation of which Azi zan was al so chairman, is the
devel oper of Putrajaya, the newfederal governnent's adninistrative
capi tal

According to his personal assistant Tengku Taufik Tengku Azi z,
after
neeti ng Nor Mohaned, Azizan hel d another neeting with | awyers on the
Yayasan Kepi npi nan Perdana, the foundati on which | ooks after the
affairs of
former prinme mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanad.

" Then he went through his schedules for the rest of this week
and for
next week wi th me before going hone at about 5.45 pm " Tengku Taufi k
told
Ber nama.

Tengku Taufik, who has been Azizan's aide for two years
sai d: "Everyt hing seened nornal with himand all of us were
conmpl etely
shocked to hear of his death.

Azi zan conpl ai ned of breathing difficutlies and chest pains at
about
4.15 amand di ed shortly after at his hone in Putrajaya, according
to a MAS
official.

" He | ooked as healthy as he normally was. When we first heard
t he
news, some of us could not believe it," said Tengku Taufi k.

But Tengku Azi z said he noticed lately that Azizan's | atest
appoi nt nent
as a nmenber of the recently formed Royal Commi ssion on the Police
seened to
have " worn down ny boss".

" He had very hectic schedul es and nbst of the time had to
attend



mul tiple nmeetings. Sonetinmes he had to linit the duration of these
nmeetings," he added.

Asked i f his boss had spoken of suffering fromany illness, he
said: "
Not that | know of, except of course the normal ail ments which
peopl e of

his age nornmally have".
| don't think he will be able to be replaced,” Tengku Taufi k

sai d.

Second Fi nance M ni ster Nor Mbhanmed tol d Bernama Azi zan came by
hi s
office at 4. 15pmand they net for over 20 m nutes.

" Hs contributions to the nation are absol utely trenmendous and
hi s
death is indeed a great |oss,” he said of the man who had al so
served as
seni or aide to the previous three prinme mnisters.

Nor Mohaned sai d Azi zan was instrunental in devel opi ng Petronas
into
what it was today -- the world' s nost profitable oil company.

He sai d under Azizan's stewardship, the devel opnment of Putrajaya
as as
an admi ni strative had becone the envy of nmany countries.

Nor Mohaned sai d Azi zan was al so instrunmental in the recent
t ur nar ound
of MAS after years of |osses.

" Anman like Azizan isn't born everyday," he said.

" The hal | mark of Azizan's character was absol ute honesty and
integrity.

" He was the quinessential public servant of the highest rank,"
Nor
Moharmed sai d.

Kual a Lunmpur Mayor Datuk Mohmad Shai d Mbhd Tauf ek sai d Azi zan
att ended
a neeting yesterday norning at Cityhall here as a nmenber of the
new y- set
up Managenment Coordi nati on Comrittee on Federal Territories.

It was the first neeting of the panel and chaired by Federal
Territories Mnister Tan Sri Mhaned | sa Samad

" Tan Sri Azizan spoke a lot at the neeting. He told us of his
vi sion
toturn Putrajaya into a beautiful city that won't be spoilt by
over - devel opnent |i ke Kual a Lunpur," Mhnmad Shai d t ol d Ber nama.

" He even apol ogised to me for saying so. He said KL was so
beautifu
at one time but nowit is too cluttered,” he said.

He quot ed Azi zan as saying that so nmuch pai nstaking efforts and
money
had gone into the devel opnent of Kuala Lunpur and if it was not well
| ooked
after, its beauty would be lost further.

" He told us many other things at the neeting. | feel that |



have | ost
a fellowpublic servant of extraordianry qualities, integrity and
honesty.

" Tan Sri Azizan kept a |l ow profile but he produced big
results,” said
t he nayor.
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