14 JUL 2004
Abdul | ah- Azi zan
AZI ZAN MADE | MVENSE CONTRI BUTI ONS TO M SI A, SAYS ABDULLAH

PUTRAJAYA, July 14 (Bernama) -- Petronas Chairman Tan Sri Azi zan
Zai nul
Abi di n who di ed today is i ndeed an out standi ng fi gure who
contri buted
i mrensely to the country's well -being, especially in the econonic
sector,
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi sai d today.
Describing his death as a big loss to the nation, he said
Azi zan,
during his lifetime, was a determ ned person, with high credibility
and
integrity.
"Actual ly, he made great contributions to the King and country.
[T we
take into account his invol vemrent as Petronas Chairnan and as a
seni or
civil servant earlier, his services are very significant," he said.
Abdul I ah paid tribute to Azi zan when net by reporters after
attendi ng
the final prayers at the Putra Mdsque here | ed by the G and | mam
Dat uk
Shei kh I smai | Mohamad.
The 69-year-old Azi zan who died at his official residence here
after
conpl ai ni ng of chest pains was laid to rest at the Taman Sel at an
muslim
cenetery this evening.
Tengku Taufik, who has been Azizan's aide for two years
sai d: "Everyt hing seened nornal with himand all of us were
conmpl etely
shocked to hear of his death.
Azi zan conpl ai ned of breathing difficutlies and chest pains at
about
4.15 amand di ed shortly after at his hone in Putrajaya, according
to a MAS
official.
" He | ooked as healthy as he normally was. When we first heard
t he
news, some of us could not believe it," said Tengku Taufi k.
" He had very hectic schedules and nost of the time had to
attend
mul tiple nmeetings. Sonetimes he had to linit the duration of these
nmeetings," he added.
Dr Mahathir, in holding back tears, only nodded his head when
asked by
reporters whet her he regarded Azizan's death as a big loss to the



country.

Azi zan's wi dow, Noor Ainee, was a picture of grief as she sat
besi de
her husband's grave during the | ast rites as Putrajaya experienced
intermttent rain.

Earlier, nore than 1, 000 peopl e attended the prayer for Azizan's
remai ns which arrived fromBukit Seganbut at 3pm

Anong themare Honme M nister Datuk Azm Khalid, Federal
Territories
M nister Tan Sri Mhaned | sa Abdul Sanmad, M nister in the Prine
M nister's
Departnent Datuk Dr Abdul | ah Mohd Zain, Chief Secretary to the
Gover nnent
Tan Sri Sansudi n Gsman and Petronas Presi dent and Chi ef Executive
Oficer
Tan Sri Hassan Marican.

Met at the Taman Sel atan cenetery, Education M nister Datuk
H shammuddi n Tun Hussei n said he personally learnt alot of Azizan's
nobl e
qualities.

"I learnt so much fromhi mabout honesty, hardwork, conm tnment
and | ove
for the country and people,"” he said.

Descri bi ng Azi zan as a very sincere and dedi cated nan,

Hi shanmuddi n

said he was in fact a role nodel for all Ml aysians, especially the
future

generati on.

"l hope we'll be able to pass on these attributes to our future
generation. Heis arole nodel to us all for we can | earn so nuch
fromhis
dedi cati on, earnestness and determ nation to see his fell ow
countrynen
becorme successful in this challenging world," he added.
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