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AZI ZAN. MAN OF QUI ET, HUMBLE DI SPCSI TI ON DESPI TE PROM NENCE

KUALA LUVPUR, July 14 (Bernamm) -- Tan Sri Azi zan Zai nul Abidin,
69,
who passed away suddenly here today, was al ways hailed as a man with
a
qui et and hunbl e di sposition despite prom nent positions he held in
bot h
the public and private sectors.

The soft-spoken Azi zan al so nmai ntai ned a di gnified persona when
headi ng
numer ous renowned cor porations and public entities that he was
appoi nted
to.

After retiring fromgovernnent service in 1988 when he was
Secretary-General of Home Affairs Mnistry, he nmade a snooth
transition to
the private sector when he joi ned Petronas as Presi dent and Chi ef
Executive
in 1988. It was a time when the national oil corporation was fast
entrenching itself as a | eading oil and gas conpany gl obal | y.

He was al so Chai rman of Mal aysia Airlines, Putrajaya Corporation
and
KLCC Hol di ngs (M Sdn Bhd.

Besi des this, he held chairmanshi ps in Petronas Carigali Sdn
Bhd, MIBE
Mal aysi a Sdn Bhd, Petronas Dagangan Bhd, Mal aysi a LNG Sdn Bhd and
KLCC
Suria Sdn Bhd.

Azi zan was al ways passi onate about the entities he headed. He
was
especi ally proud of the Petronas Twin Towers and Suria KLCC, which
had
become a worl d | andrmar k and a haven for shoppers.

He once remarked that he was gl ad that many Mal aysi ans had shown
a
greater |evel of hygi ene and cl eanliness while at the Petronas Twi n
Tower s
and surroundi ng areas, which reflected their i mense pride for a
wor | d
renowned | andmark | ocated i n Ml aysi a.

Azi zan was al so i nstrunmental in overseei ng devel opnent work of
Putrajaya, the country's federal administrative capital which is now
anot her source of pride for Ml aysi ans.

He al so worked tirelessly to turn around Mal aysia Airlines'
revenues in
the last two years in his capacity as chairman of the nationa
carrier



after it was taken over by the governnent. Malaysia Airlines had hit
financial turbul ence when it was in private ownershipin the late
1990s.

One of his last major public events was announci ng Petronas's
record
earni ngs for the year ended March 31, 2003, just two weeks ago. He
projected that the national oil corporation would scal e greater
hei ght s
this year.

Azi zan al so i naugurated the opening of the RM07 million wnd
tunne
for aerodymani c testing for the Sauber-Petronas Formul a One car
t oget her
with the teamls principal Peter Sauber in H nwil outside Zurich | ast
Decenber.

He had expressed the hope then that Team Sauber - Petronas woul d
perform
better this year fromthe i nproved aer odynam cs.

Sauber-Petronas is currently in sixth place in the Forrmula One
constructors' chanpionship with 18 points after 11 races, a
per f or mance
which is a vast inprovenment over |ast year.

Anong t he many honours bestowed on hi mwas the Order of the
Conmander
of the Legi on of Honour by the French government in Cctober 2003.

He was al so gi ven a Norwegi an award for "outstanding
contributionto
quality"” in the managenment category in 1992 and the Fri endshi p Meda
by the
Vi et nanese gover nment in Septenber 2001

Born on May 28, 1935 in Ayer Itam Penang, he had his early
education
at Sekol ah Mel ayu Kg Bar u bef ore gai ni ng adni ssion into the renowned
Penang
Free School .

Thereafter, he graduated with a Bachel or of Arts fromUniversiti
Mal aya
(UM in 1959 bedsi des undergoi ng a course on Devel opnent and
Admi ni stration
at Oxford University and the Royal Coll ege of Defence in the United
Ki ngdom

He al so has a Honorary Doctorate of Econom cs from Universiti
Sai ns
Mal aysi a (USM .

Azi zan started his career with the Mnistry of Education in 1960
before

bei ng appoi nted Secretary to the National Operations Council in
1969,

serving in the capacity of private secretary to Mal aysia's second
prinme

m ni ster, Tun Abdul Razak in 1976.
He was then nade Secretary-Ceneral to the Mnistry of Trade and



I ndustry in 1984. He becane Secretary-CGeneral of the Hone Mnistry
in 1985
when fornmer Prime M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Moharmad was al so t he Hore
M ni ster.

Kual a Lunmpur Mayor Datuk Mohmad Shai d Mbhd Tauf ek sai d Azi zan
att ended
a neeting yesterday nmorning at Cityhall here as a menber of the
new y- set
up Managenment Coordi nation Committee on Federal Territories.

It was the first neeting of the panel and chaired by Federal
Territories Mnister Tan Sri Mhaned | sa Sanad

" Tan Sri Azizan spoke a | ot at the neeting. He told us of his
vi si on
to turn Putrajaya into a beautiful city that won't be spoilt by
over - devel opnent |i ke Kual a Lunmpur, " Mohnmad Shai d t ol d Ber nama

He even apol ogi sed to ne for saying so. He said KL was so

beautifu
at one tine but nowit is too cluttered," he said.

He quot ed Azi zan as saying that so nmuch pai nstaking efforts and
noney
had gone into the devel opnent of Kuala Lunpur and if it was not well
| ooked
after, its beauty would be [ost further.

He told us many other things at the neeting. | feel that |

have | ost
a fellowpublic servant of extraordianry qualities, integrity and
honesty.

" Tan Sri Azizan kept a |low profile but he produced big
results,” said
t he nayor.
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