28 JUN 2004
Umo- Kedah
AZMAN FAILS IN H' S BI D TO UNSEAT SYED RAZAK

ALOR STAR, June 28 (Bernama) -- Deputy head of the Kual a Kedah
Umo
di vi si on Azman Abdul Manaf failed to secure the required nunber of
nom nations to chal | enge t he i ncunbent divi si onal head, Menteri
Besar Dat uk
Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain in the party el ecti on next nonth when he
obt ai ned
only one nom nation so far

Azman, a busi nessman, was nomi nated by t he Padang Janmbu Dal am
Umo
branch whil e Syed Razak secured 144 nom nati ons out of the 145
br anches
whi ch had held their meetings.

Kual a Kedah Umo executive secretary Mohamad Zai |l ani Endut said
t oday
Syed Razak woul d nost likely retain the post of division head
uncont est ed
as there were only nine branches left that had yet to hold their
neeti ngs.

He said Azman rmust garner noninations fromat | east 30 branches
to be
eligible to contest for the post of division head.

He al so said that Aznan was al nost certain to | ose his present
post of
deputy head of the division as only two branches had so far
nom nat ed hi m
for the post whereas the mi ni mumnunber required is 20 nom nati ons.

The division's Youth head, Hashi mJahaya, who is the Menmber of
Parlianment for Kual a Kedah, is currently leading the list in the
tussle for
t he deputy head's post with 58 nom nations.

Meanwhi | e, seven of the 15 Umo divisions in the state will see
straight fights for the post of division head.

Kedah State Assenbly Speaker Ml Rozai Shafian is expected to be
chal | enged by the fornmer Pendang Assistant District Officer Azm Din
for
t he post of Pendang Umo head.

Ml Rozai, who is the information chief for the division
recei ved 86
nom nations while Azm secured 65. So far, 163 of the 177 branches
in the
di vision had hel d their neetings.

The post of Pendang division head falls vacant follow ng the
announcerent by i ncunbent head Datuk O hman Abdul that he woul d not
be
def endi ng hi s post to concentrate on his business.



I n Pokok Sena, Umo divi si on head Dat uk Ahmad Lebai Sudin will
be
chal | enged by Parlianmentary Secretary of the Home Affairs Mnistry
Dat uk
Abdul Rahman | brahi m

Ahmad has so far obtained 109 nom nations out of the 149
branches t hat
had hel d their neetings while Abdul Rahman, who is the Menber of
Parl i ament
for Pokok Sena, has 40 ni nonati ons.

Meanwhi | e, in the Padang Terap Umo division, Datuk Ghazali
| brahi m
who has 85 nom nations, will be challenged by the fornmer Deputy
M ni ster of
Fi nance, Datuk Dr Affifuddin Orar, who has 26 noninations, for the
post of
di vi si on head.

I n Kubang Pasu, which had been synonynous with forner Prinme
M ni ster
Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad who was t he Member of Parlianent for the
constituency since 1974, there will also be a straight fight for the
post
of division head.

I ncunbent head Tan Sri Gsman Aroff will be challenged by the
Member of
Parlianment for Kubang Pasu, Datuk Johari Baharom who is al so
Parlianmentary
Secretary in the Prime Mnister's Departnment, as both have obtai ned
t he
m ni mum nunber of nomi nations required.

St at e Executive Councillor for Housing, Local Governnent and
Envi ronnent Dat uk Ahrmad Bashah Mid Hani pah wi || be chal | enged by the
State
Assenbl yman for Al or Mengkudu, Fadzil Hanafi, for the post of Al or
Star
Umo head.

I n Sungai Petani, the contest for the division head will be
bet ween
i ncunbent Abu Bakar Ahmad, who has obtai ned 30 nomi nati ons, and
Deput y
Educati on M ni ster Dat uk Mahadzir Mohd Khir who has garnered 50
nomi nat i ons.

The Bal i ng Umo head, |snmail Abu Bakar, who has 124 nom nati ons,
will
be chal | enged by the division's information chief, Salleh Yaacob,
who has
secured 55 noninations for the post of division head.

Besi des Syed Razak, who will retain the post of Kual a Kedah Umo
head
unopposed, seven ot her divi si on heads who will be returned unopposed
are
Dat uk Abdul Rahman Ariffin (Jerlun), Datuk Abu Bakar Taib



(Langkawi ), Datuk
Badruddin Amirul din (Jerai).

Tan Sri Abdul Hamid Othnman (Sik), Infornation M nister Datuk
Paduka
Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir (Kulin Bandar Baharu), Datuk Mohd Hadzir
| smai |
(Padang Serai) and Datuk Arzmi Ham d (Merbok).
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