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Mahat hi r - Doct or at e
BANDUNG UNI VERSI TY TO CONFER HONORARY DOCTORATE ON DR MAHATHI R

By: Openg Onn

JAKARTA, Jan 31 (Bernama) -- Forner Prime M nister Tun Dr
Mahat hi r
Mohamad wi | | be conferred an honorary doctorate i n econonic
devel opnent by
t he st at e- owned Padj adj aran Uni versity in Bandung, its secretary,
Suhai m e,
sai d today.

He sai d when contacted fromhere that Dr Mahathir would receive
t he
award at a special convocation to be held on Friday (Feb 6), at the
uni versity's Graha Sanusi Hardj adi nata Hal |

He said that the confernent of the award, decided by the
university's
Val uation Conmittee headed by its Economi cs Faculty dean, Prof Dr H
Suripto Samid, was in recognition of Dr Mahathir's prom nent role in
turning Mal aysia into a nodel country through sound economni c
engi neeri ng.

The fornmer prinme mnister had won the hearts and respect of
| ndonesi ans
as an icon and the voice not just for his country but al so Asia
agai nst the
domi neering Western powers, he said.

O her world figures who have received sinilar awards fromthe
uni versity, founded in 1957, were the | ate Yugosl av Presi dent Josip
Br oz
Tito and the | ate Vi et nanese | eader Ho Chi M nh.

Suhai m e, who goes by a single nane |ike nost | ndonesians, said
that Dr
Mahat hir woul d arrive i n Bandung, capital of the West Java province,
180 km
sout h-east of Jakarta, fromKuala Lunpur on that day for an
overni ght stay.

He woul d performFriday prayers at the university's nosque after
t he
speci al convocation and | ater attend a di al ogue with sonme 100
Mal aysi an
students at a hotel where he will be staying.

He said that Dr Mahathir would al so visit the office and
printing plant
of a Bandung-based newspaper, "Pikiran Rakyat", before a speci al
i nterview
wi th a popul ar | ndonesi an weekl y magazi ne, "Tenpo".

He is al so schedul ed to be hosted to di nner by Wst Java
Gover nor Dani
Setiawan at the banquet hall of Bank I ndonesia's Bandung branch.
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