03 JUN 2004
Cana- Assenbl y
BERNAMA TO HOST GATHERI NG OF ASI A PACI FI C NEWS ACGENCI ES

KUALA LUMPUR, June 3 (Bernama) -- About 100 del egates from 27
news
agenci es of 24 countries will attend the 12th General Assenbly of
t he
Organi sation of Asia-Pacific News Agenci es (Cana) here fromMnday.

The two-day assenbly, to be hosted by national news agency
Ber nanmg,
will be the | argest such gathering in the organi sation's 42-year
hi story.

Meet i ngs of the organi sation's Executive Board and the Editori al
and
Techni cal Experts Group will also be held, Bernanma said in a
stat ement here
t oday.

Ei ght representatives of nmedia organisations in Africa, the
Medi t erranean and t he Bal kan regi ons will al so be attendi ng.

The agenci es attendi ng i ncl ude | TAR- TASS of Russia, which
currently
hol ds t he presi dency of Cana, Anadol u of Turkey, Saudi Press Agency
( SPA)
of Saudi Arabia, Press Trust of India (PTlI), Xinhua of China,
Islamc
Republ i c News Agency (Irna) of Iran, Qatar News Agency (QNA), Kyodo
and
Jiji Press, both of Japan, Australian Associ ated Press (AAP), Kabar
of
Kyrgyzst an, Kazi nformand Khabar, both of Kazakhstan, and Saba of
Yenen.

The others are Kuwait News Agency (Kuna), Thai News Agency
(TNA),
Ant ara of I ndonesia, VietnamNews Agency (VNA), Mntsane of
Mongol i a,
Yonhap of Sout h Korea, United News of Bangl adesh (UNB), Syrian Arab
News
Agency (Sana), Ria Novosti of Russia, WAMof the Enmirates, Korean
Centr al
News Agency (KCNA) of North Korea, Oran News Agency (ONA) and hosts
Ber nama.

The observers are representatives fromthe Al bani an Tel egraphic
Agency
(ATA), the Mozanbi que News Agency (AIM, the Federation of Arab News
Agenci es (Fana), the Al liance of Mediterranean News Agenci es (Aman),
New
Zeal and Press Association (NZPA), Bua News of South Africa and the
Associ ati on of Bal kan News Agenci es (Abna). Unesco will al so send a
representative.



The assenbly, thened "Mwving Forward in the New M I 1 enniunt,
will
di scuss ways of strengthening the mechani smfor the exchange of
news,
informati on and vi sual s between and anong t he menber agenci es.

It is expected to discuss and adopt the Kual a Lunpur Decl aration
whi ch,
anong ot her things, spells out ways of inproving the flow of news
and
information through the use of the | atest advances in I nformation
Conmuni cat i on Technol ogy (I CT).

The assenbly at Hotel Istana will be opened by Information
M ni ster
Dat uk Paduka Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir on Monday norni ng. The
mnister wll
al so host a dinner for the del egates that evening.

Former Prime M nister Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad will be the
speci al guest
of honour and speaker at a dinner hosted jointly by the New Straits
Ti mes,

The Star and the Utusan Group at the Sheraton Inperial Hotel on
Tuesday

where he will share his thoughts on the role of the media in shaping
t he

gl obal scenari o.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar will speak to the
gat hering on Mal aysia's foreign policy on Tuesday norni ng.

Ber nama General Manager Datuk Syed Jam | Jaafar will assune the
presi dency of Gana at the conclusion of the assenbly and Ber nama
will serve
as its secretariat for the next three years.
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