06 MAR 2004
El ection-G ft (Mahathir)
BIGBN WN IN KEDAH WLL BE THE BEST G FT FOR Me- DR M

ALOR STAR, March 6 (Bernama) -- Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhanad said
t oday the
best gift for hi mby Kedah Bari san Nasi onal conponent parties will
be
ensuring a resounding victory conme polling day on March 21

The former Prinme Mnister who is advising the Kedah BN on
el ection
strategi es, said such a victory woul d be the best formof thanks to
hi m f or
bri ngi ng devel opnent to the country over the | ast 22 years.

"That is the gift | amasking," Dr Mahathir sai d when neeting
Kedah BN
canpai gn workers at the Tunku Bui |l di ng here.

He said the BN coul d be assured of a landslide win in Kedah but
must
set aside any formof conflict anong party menbers.

"There is no reason for the BNto | ose in Kedah, | want Kedah to
be
i ke Johor where PAS has no place. This is what | want to see in
Kedah
al so," he said.

Dr Mahat hir said the Kedah BN should regain its dignity by
wi nni ng back
all state and parlianentary seats it lost in the General El ection of
1999.

In that election, the BN lost 12 of the 36 state seats and one
of eight
Parliamentary seats. The Kedah BNlost its two-third mgjority inthe
state
assenbly a year later when it |ost Lunas to Keadilan in a by-
el ection.

The BN won back the Pendang parlianentary seat in a by el ection
in
2002.

Dr Mahathir said he was enbarrassed by t he Kedah BN perfornmance
in 1999
and di d not know what to say when peopl e asked about the BN s
per f or mance
in the state then.

The former Prinme M nister urged BN nenbers not sel ected as
candi dat es
not to sabotage the chances of those sel ected.

Sabot agi ng t he BN candi date woul d nean betrayi ng the party and
this
woul d | ead to an opposition w n.

Dr Mahat hir said those not sel ected should not sul k but instead



suppor t
the candi date chosen to represent the BN

The fornmer Prinme Mnister said that on his part he woul d support
whoever was chosen to succeed himin t he Kubang Pasu parlianentary
seat .

Dr Mahat hir al so said he woul d support the | eadership of Prine
M ni ster
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi provi ded what he did was for the
good of
the country.

"I support Pak Lah even though I ast tinme he and Tengku Razal ei gh
Hanzah
tried to topple nme. | do not take offence,” Dr Mahathir said.
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