30 APR 2004

Abdul | ah- Ref or ns

BN AND UMNO | NI TI ATE SI GNI FI CANT REFORMS FOR COUNTRY' S PROGRESS,
SAYS

PM

KEPALA BATAS, April 30 (Bernanmma) -- Prime M nister Datuk Ser
Abdul I ah
Ahmad Badawi sai d today that the Barisan Nasional (BN) and Umo have
initiated structured reforns which have a significant inpact on the
country's progress and prosperity.

Abdul I ah, who is BN chai rman and acti ng Umo president, said
that the
reforns, whether interns of m ndset change or physical devel opnent,
had
been initiated after careful planning.

"Qur refornms are initiatied after careful and thorough pl anni ng,
not
through cries for refornms in the streets. They drive us in striving
to
achi eve our objective in ensuring that the people are nore
progressive and
to attain Vision 2020," he sai d when openi ng t he Kepal a Batas Umo
division's Wsnma Umo here.

The Prime M nister said that a planned devel opnment had been
initiated
right fromthe earlier |eaders of the country like the [ ate Tunku
Abdu
Rahman Al haj, the nation's first prinme mnister who initiated a
struggle to
free the country fromthe shackl es of colonialism

Abdul I ah said that the prine mnister who succeeded him Tun
Abdu
Razak Hussein, had initiated the struggle to devel op the country,
fol I owed
by Tun Hussein Onn who pronoted unity and racial integration while
hi s
predecessor, Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad, brought about noderni sationto
t he
country.

"They were dynam c | eaders in the pursuit of their vision and
their
struggl e and t hrough their | eadership Mal aysi a has been able to
enj oy very
rapi d devel opnent, " he said.

However, he said, the people would not be able to continue to
enj oy all
these if they fail to change their way of thinking, of doing things
and to
i mprove their | evel of conpetitiveness to be on par or better that
of ot her



countri es.
"W will definitely not be able to conpete with the other
countries if
we work in a sl ow pace, substandard, |ack know edge and poor in
quality,"
he said.
He cal |l ed on the people to equip thensel ves with various
know edge and
skills to face future chall enges in attaining excellence, glory and
di stinction.
Abdul | ah, who is the Menber of Parlianment for Kepal a Batas, said
t hat
the country cannot depend entirely onits natural resources |ike
r ubber,
oi | pal mand ot her agricultural products.
He encouraged t he people to be progressive in their thinking and
to be
nore i nnovative to generate new sources of inconme that coul d be
benefit the
peopl e.
"W will be able to progress if the people are progressive in
their
t hi nki ng and as such, we need to increase the nunber of our
scientists
capabl e of designing various quality products for the consuners," he
sai d.
Earlier, he said that after 25 years, the Kepal a Batas Umo
di vi sion
was able to have its own buil ding.
The Kepal a Batas Umo divi si on operated froma shophouse unti
it rmoved
to the house bel ongi ng to Abdul | ah' s grandfat her, Abdul |l ah Fahi m
Its newthree-storey building, |located on a 0.8-ha site in
Bertam is a
| andrmark i n Kepal a Bat as.
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