15 MAR 2004
El ecti on- Kubang Pasu
BN SEES NO MAJOR PROBLEMS | N RETAI NI NG KUBANG PASU

JITRA, March 15 (Bernama) -- The Bari san Nasional (BN) sees no
maj or
problens inits bidto retain Kubang Pasu, the parlianmentary seat
hel d by
Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad for 30 years.

The decision by the former prine mnister not to seek re-
election will
not jeopardi se support for the BN, sai d Kubang Pasu BN El ecti on
Di rect or
Tan Sri Gsman Aroff.

"Actually, this is a test to Kubang Pasu voters, especially the
BN
supporters," he said when net by Bernanma

He said the respect for Dr Mahathir's | eadershi p had enabl ed t he
BN to
win the seat in the past in spite of the challenge by PAS

Gsnman said he believed the BN supporters in Kubang Pasu woul d
cont i nue
to give the sane support as they did when Dr Mahathir contested the
seat .

In the 1999 general election, Dr Mahathir defeated Subky Abdul
Latiff
of PASwith a magjority of 10,138 votes when he polled 22, 399 votes
agai nst
12,261 votes by his opponents.

Csnman, a forner Kedah Menteri Besar and Jitra assenbl ynman
admtted
that there were sonme minor internal problens relating to the
sel ection of
candi dates but it was nothi ng unusual in any el ection.

"Many peopl e m ght assune that during the time of Tun Dr
Mahat hi r, the
BN machi nery recei ved all kinds of assistance fromoutside, but the
fact is
that it was Kubang Pasu BN el ecti on machi nery that did the work, not
outsiders," he said.

He said that even though the BN was confident of retaining the
seat, it
di d not under estinmate the opposition.

The seat is being contested by Dat uk Mohd Johari Baharom who is
also a
political secretary to the Prime M nister

Mohd Johari, when net, said he was encouraged by the support
given to
hi m by Umo nenbers and t he BN

He believed the BN candidates in the two state seats in Kubang



Pasu,
Prof Dr O hman Ishak (Jitra) and newconer Khalidah Adi bah Ayob
(Bukit Kayu
H tan) al so enjoyed the sane support.

"The basic infrastructure is there in Kubang Pasu. W need only
to
develop it and this can only be realised by giving the nandate to
the BN, "
sai d Mohd Johari who will be challenged by Dr Abdul Isa Ismail of
PAS.

He said there was a need to continue the work left by Dr
Mahat hir for
the future and devel opnent of the Malays in particul ar.

BN supporters met by Bernama al so expressed confident of
retaining
Kubang Pasu, Jitra and Bukit Kayu Hitam seats.

"PAS needs nore than a miracle to win. W have been preparing
for this
for avery long time," said a BN supporter, Shaari Kassim 50, from
Jitra.

But a PAS supporter said, "We'll see who wi ns and who | oses. If
we W n,
it will be a bonus because it's a BN stronghol d for over 30 years,"
he
sai d.

Meanwhi | e Dr Abdul 1sa, PAS candidate for Kubang Pasu, believed
he had
as much chance as Mohd Johari to win the seat.

"PAS is aware that there are no nmgj or issues that can be
capitalised in
this el ection but we have ot her i ssues such as poverty and educati on
to
hel p us in our canpaign," he said.
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