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Abdul | ah- Mani f est o
BN WANTS A STRONG MANDATE TO BECOVE A NATI ON OF EXCELLENCE

KUALA LUVPUR, March 14 (Bernamm) -- The Barisan Nasional (BN) is
seeking a strong mandate fromthe rakyat in the com ng 11th genera
el ection to becone a nation of excellence, glory and distinction in
t he
future, Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi said t oday.

"W want the rakyat to vote in the BN for the future of the
nation," he
sai d when | aunching the BN nani festo t hemed " Towar ds a Mal aysi a of
Excel l ence, Gory and Distinction" inthe run-up to polling day
fixed for
Sunday, at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre (PWC) here.

He said that with its strength, solidness and influence, the BN
had
proven to be a party which truly represents the various races in the
country.

"The party has vast experience through its struggle to devel op

t he
nation, to ensure its progress in all fields and the success of the
peopl e

irrespective of race or religion," said Abdul | ah who i s BN chai r man
and
acting Umo president.

The mani festo covers various topics ranging fromthe econony to
bal anced devel opnent, education, religion, physical and spiritua
devel opnment, | aw and public order, the public service and foreign
policy.

Abdul | ah said that the BN has a greater capability based onits
w de
experience including in tackling various challenges and cri ses.

"Al'l these give us strength to achi eve what we aspire for so
t hat
Mal aysi a can attai n excell ence, glory and di stinction," he said.

Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, BN secretary-
genera
Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob, | eaders of the BN conponent parties as well
as
Abdul l ah's wi fe, Datin Seri Endon Mahrmood, and Najib's wi fe, Datuk
Seri
Rosmah Mansor, were present.

Abdul I ah sai d that the approaches adopted by the BN were
peopl e-friendly, taking into account the aspiration of the people
who want
a country whi ch was peaceful, stable, prosperous and enj oyi ng
cont i nuous
devel opnent, creating various opportunities for the people to
i nprove their



standard of living.

"We al so assure the people that we will always protect their
rights,
uphol d t he supremacy of the constitution, and the sovereignty of the
| aw, "

he said.
Abdul I ah said that to ensure a future of greater excell ence,
glory and

di stinction, neasures that needed to be taken i ncluded t he
eradi cation of

corruption and initiatives towards bal anced devel opnment in the
country so

that the urban and rural areas coul d benefit fromthe country's
devel opnent .

"We'l|l al so adopt approaches to enhance the quality of public
service
provi ded by the governnment...we want the public service delivery
systemto

be i nproved and upgraded," he said.

The BN woul d al so continue to place enphasis on rural
devel oprment and
the agricultural sector to create sources of weal th and sources of
addi tional inconme to benefit the rakyat, he said.

He gave an assurance to the private sector that incentives would
continue to be granted so that it could play a nore effective role
as the
engi ne of growth of the nation's econony.

Abdul | ah said that the BN was al so hopi ng for a change of
m ndset anong
t he people so that they would attain greater success and be nore
conpetitive and resilient in facing future chall enges.

"Enphasis will be made on the need for the standard of education
to be
enhanced so that the younger generation will acquire greater
capability,
mast er know edge, possess information, have the skills and high
| evel of
prof essionalismso that they will beconme a maj or contri butor towards
t he
nation's devel oprment," he said.

The i nvol venent of wonmen in devel opnment woul d al so be greater
said
Abdul | ah, who is leading the BN for the first tine in a general
el ection
after succeedi ng Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad on Oct 31 | ast year.

"The BN is a party which gives priority to the interest of the
rakyat
and fulfil the aspiration of the people to enjoy greater
devel oprment , " he
sai d.

"We are stressing in our manifesto howcrucial it is to be
forward-1ooking," he said, calling on the rakyat to remain with the



BN to
pursue the nation's vision

Sone three million copies in seven versions -- bahasa Ml aysi a,
Jaw,
Engl i sh, Chinese, Tanmi| and for the Bum putera i n Sabah and Sar awak,
in
Kadazan and | ban | anguage -- have been printed.

The BN is contesting all the 205 parlianmentary seats and 497
state
seats still up for grabs after nom nati ons yest erday.

The coalition of 14 conponent parties al ready won 14
parlianentary
seats and seven state seats unopposed. PAS al so won a state seat in
Johor
unopposed.

Atotal of 10.28 nmillion Ml aysian are eligible to cast their
votes on
pol I i ng day on Sunday.
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