09 JAN 2004

BOOK ON EVENTS DURI NG 16- MONTH TRANSI TI ON OF PONER

PETALI NG JAYA, Jan 9 (Bernanmm) -- Events that took place in the
country
during the 16-nonth transition of power have been docunmented in
detail in a
book entitled "Passing the Baton".
The book, written by Datuk Dr Ismail Noor, also included the
chal | enges
and pressure faced by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi and
his feelings during the transitional period and how he handl ed t hem
The events, which are consi dered uni que and sel dom happened,
covered
the period right fromthe early stage, that is, fromthe day Tun Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad announced t hat he was steppi ng down as Prine
M nister in
June 2002 and named Abdul | ah as hi s successor, until Abdull ah
assumed t he
prem ership on Cct 31, 2003.
Dr Ismail said the book al so described the feelings of both
| eaders and
Dr Mahat hir's hopes for Abdul |l ah, and the reasons for choosing
Abdul | ah as
his (Dr Mahathir's) successor.
Parlianmentary Secretary of the Mnistry of International Trade
and
I ndustry Datuk Ir Ho Cheong Sing represented his minister, Datuk
Seri
Rafi dah Aziz in |launching the book.
The special edition of the 182-page book, "Passing the Baton",
IS now
avai | abl e at MPH Bookst ore t hroughout the country at RMLOO per copy.
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