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S' pore-Bridge (News Focus)
BRI DGE TALK AHEAD OF PM S VI SI T NEXT WEEK

By: Sal bi ah Sai d

SI NGAPORE, Jan 7 (Bernama) -- Speculation is already brew ng
that the
proposed bridge to replace the Causeway will likely be rai sed when
Dat uk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi cal |s on his Singapore counterpart, Goh
Chok
Tong, next week.

Abdul I ah wi Il make his first official visit as Malaysia's Prine
M ni ster to Singapore on Monday as part of a tour of South-east
Asi an
countri es.

Mal aysi an Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar had said
t hat
| arger Mal aysi a- Si ngapore i nterests woul d be the focus of talks
bet ween t he
two | eaders, and that they "are not expected to specifically discuss
t hor ny
out standi ng bil ateral issues."

"Qur relations with Singapore are not just about sol ving such
i ssues.

We have ot her conmon interests, rangi ng fromeconomc to the soci al
wel | - bei ng of people in both countries,” he said after attendi ng an
umo

neeting | ast Sunday.

But ahead of the visit, host Singapore nmade its voice heard in
Parlianent on the proposed construction of the bridge, which the
city-state
opposes.

On Monday, Foreign Mnister S. Jayakumar, responding to
guestions from
MPs, said "it did not make sense" for Singapore to buildits part of
a
bridge. He said to build that half, along with revisions to Custons,
I nmigration and quarantine facilities, would cost nore than S$500
mllion.

Si ngapore, he said, reluctantly agreed to the denpolition of the
Causeway and to build its half of a full bridge only as part of a
package
deal and whi ch was to have included the supply of water after 2061

Jayakumar was commenting on "recent overtures" fromMal aysi a and
calls
by Johor politician Datuk Shahrir Abdul Samad that both nations
shoul d
resunme tal ks to straighten the "crooked" bridge being built across
t he
Tebrau Straits.



He sai d the Johor hal f-bridge should be shel ved and Si ngapore
per suaded
tobuildits part for a straight bridge.

"I want the crooked bridge to be straight. |I believe it is not
too late
to pull back. It just requires Singapore to say 'yes'. Let's talk
about
bui I ding a straight bridge," he said | ast nonth.

Shahrir's proposal was wel | -recei ved by Si ngapore Deputy Prine
M ni ster
Tony Tan who said | ast nonth that the Republic was willing to
di scuss the
idea. "I look at this as a gane where Si ngapore and Mal aysi a can
co-operate, both of us will benefit and that is the stuff of a w n-
Wi n
solution we are | ooking for," he said.

In the past, Singapore had said it was willing to work with
Mal aysi a on
the new bridge - but only if it was included in a package of
bi | at eral
i ssues to be di scussed, including Mal aysia's supply of water to
Si ngapor e
after 2061

When the water issue was separated fromthe package in Cctober
| ast
year, Singapore called off its plans for a new bridge.

It was this stand-off that pronpted Malaysia to go it al one,
with the
then Prinme Mnister, Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, saying there was no
choi ce
but to opt for a "crooked" bridge because of environnental and
conmerci a
necessities.

He said an el evated bridge was i nperative to i nprove wat er
quality and
al |l ow t he passage of cargo between the ports of Tanjung Pel epas and
Pasi r
Gudang i n Johor.

In response to MPs' questions in Singapore Parlianment on Monday,
Jayakumar al so said that Singapore had pointed out inits third-
party note
to Mal aysia that international facilities such as the Causeway coul d
not be
 awful | y denol i shed wi t hout the approval, agreenment and i nvol venent
of both
States.

Jayakumar al so said that Mal aysia had not sought consultation or
agreenent with Singapore for its planto replace its half of the
Causeway
with a new bridge.

In response to Jayakumar's statenent in Parlianent, Syed Ham d
told



reporters in Putrajaya yesterday that Mal aysi a woul d not engage in a
public

debate over its plans to build a bridge to replace the Johor
Causeway.

He also reiterated that Malaysia's bilateral relations withits
nei ghbours shoul d not be based upon just an exam nation of issues,
but
rather on political, economc, social and cultural links to build a
deeper,
stronger rel ationship.

"Fromtine to tine, as usual, as nei ghbours we may have
di fferences on
matters that affect each other, but it should not mar the overal
 ong-term
rel ationship," he said.

In his remarks, he al so said that "Ml aysia only undertakes its
devel opnent plans or activities withinits territory without trying
to
i mpi nge on the legal rights of others."

He said that Singapore should consult Malaysia if it was not
satisfied
wi t h sonet hi ng, addi ng t hat di sagreenment s and ni sunder st andi ngs
bet ween t he
two countries woul d occur soneti nes.

Meanwhi | e, work on the RMVA60 nmillion bridge, measuring 1.4km
fromthe
Johor - Si ngapor e boundary to the new Custons, | nm grati on and
Quar anti ne
Conpl ex in Johor Baru, is already under way.

Ger bang Perdana Sdn Bhd, the project devel oper, has conmmenced
rock-fill
work in the Tebrau Straits to strengthen the sea-bed to create a
foundati on
for the bridge abutnent.

According to project engineers, it is definitely not too |late

for
Si ngapore to straighten things out with Mal aysia, the New Straits
Ti mes
reported.
A straight bridge, it said, would not only nmean significant
savings in
ti me and noney, but also be a lasting testinmony of the | ong-
est abl i shed
political, econom c and social ties that bind the two nei ghbours.
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