09 FEB 2004

CHI A ARRESTED | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE LEGAL PROCESS, SAYS NAJI B

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 9 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk
Seri Najib
Tun Razak said that the arrest of former Perwaja Steel Sdn Bhd
managi ng
director Eric Chia Eng Hock today was i n accordance with the | egal
process
of the country.

Najib said that all parties should allowthe case to be deci ded
by the
court.

"Al'l ow what ever process to be dealt with under the | aw. .. whet her
guilty
or not, it will eventually be decided by the court. Let us wait," he
told
reporters when asked to conment on Chia's arrest.

He | ater attended a di nner hosted in honour of former Prine
M ni ster
Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad or gani sed by the Def ence M nistry here.

Chia, 71, was picked up by Anti-Corruption Agency (ACA) officers
at his
home in Petaling Jaya at 3.45 pmfoll ow ng years of investigations
into
| osses worth billions by the steel mll and will be charged in the
Sessi ons
Court here tonorrow.

The announcement of his arrest was nade in a joint two-paragraph
statenent by the Attorney-General's Chanbers and t he ACA
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