07 FEB 2004
Mahat hi r - Di nner
CH NESE COVMUNI TY HOSTS DI NNER | N HONOUR CF DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 7 (Bernama) -- Although retired for al npbst
f our
nmont hs now, forner Prinme Mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad still has
hi s
hands full wi th various functions thrown i n honour of him
Toni ght, Dr Mahathir was once again feted, this time at a di nner
organi sed by five Bari san Nasi onal conponent parties which
represented the
Chi nese conmunity.
The parties were MCA, Gerakan, Sarawak United People's Party
( SUPP) ,
Li beral Denocratic Party (LDP) and Sabah Progessive Party ( SAPP).
Apart fromthat, other Chinese-based associations also joined
in,
nanmel y t he Associ at ed Chi nese Chanbers of Commerce and | ndustry
Mal aysi a
(ACCIM and The Seven Federations of Chinese Associ ati ons of
Mal aysi a.
Dr Mahat hir who was acconpanied by his wife, Tun Dr Siti Hasmah
Mohd
Ali, were given a grand wel cone with a |ion dance perfornance before
escorted to an art exhi bition which featured the many faces of the
former
Prime Mnister.
Al so present were MCA President Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting and wife;
Ger akan President Datuk Seri Dr Li mKeng Yai k; Human Resources
M ni ster
Dat uk Dr Fong Chan Onn who is al so MCA Vi ce President; SUPP
Presi dent Tan
Sri Amar Ceorge Chan Hong Nam SAPP Presi dent Datuk Yong Teck Lee
and LDP
Presi dent Dat uk Chong Kah Ki at.
The di nner started with the customary "yee sang toss" as a
synbol of
prosperity.
Ong who is al so chairman of the dinner's organising comittee
said the
success of tonight's event was testinony of howthe Chinese
appreci ated Dr
Mahat hir and his contributions to the country.
"We woul d al ways admire Tun Dr Mahat hir because when he was the
Prine
M ni ster, he al ways cared about the well bei ng of the Chinese
community," he
sai d.
Ger akan President Datuk Seri Dr Ling Keng Yai k in his speech



sai d that

t he Chi nese community was confortabl e and confident under Dr

Mahat hir's

adm ni stration t hrough bal anced policies which benefited all races
in the

country.

Meanwhi | e, Dr Mahathir in his speech said he was happy with the
recognition given to hi mby the Chi nese community and t hanked t hem
for
graci ously hosting the event.

He rem nded all Mal aysi ans to share the nation's weal th together
to
ensure continued prosperity.
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