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CHI NESE COMMUNI TY USHERS | N YEAR OF THE MONKEY W TH JOY

KUALA LUVPUR, Jan 22 (Bernama) -- The Chi nese community ushered
in the
Year of the Monkey which is considered a synbol of intelligence with
gr eat
j oy nationw de.

They hel d open house across the country in keeping with the rich
Mal aysi an tradition and entertai ned people fromall wal ks of life.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi and Deputy Prine
M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak attended the open house host ed
by the
MCA and Ger akan, conponent parties of the ruling Bari san Nasi onal .

The Prine M nister and Datuk Seri Najib were received on arriva
at
Wsma MCA in Jal an Anpang here by MCA President Datuk Seri Ong Ka
Ti ng who
i s al so Housi ng and Local Government M nister.

Al so present were former Prinme Mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanad
and Tun
Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamed Ali.

Exchangi ng greetings with the press corps present, Dr Mahathir
expressed the hope that the new year would bring even nore good to
t he
peopl e and the country.

M C Presi dent and Wirks M ni ster Datuk Seri S. Samy Vel |l u
Ger akan
President and Primary Industries Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Li mKeng
Yai k were
al so present.

Former MCA President Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik and thousands
of
peopl e of various races al so visited the MCA open house.

Dat uk Seri Ong expressed joy over the presence of so many peopl e
i ncl udi ng past and present | eaders and hoped this year woul d be the
begi nni ng for even cl oser rel ati ons between the MCA and Ger akan.

The Prinme Mnister later called at the Gerakan open house in
W sma PGRM
in Jalan Pudu U u.

I n KUCHI NG Chi nese New Year was cel ebrated am dst heavy rainin
the
norning with flash floods in parts of the city.

The cel ebrati ons began [ ast night with the festive air in the
city
where the streets were clogged with traffic and | ast m nute
shoppers.

The Chi nese-based Sarawak United Peoples Party (SUPP), the
second



bi ggest party in the Sarawak Bari san Nasi onal, hosted open house at
its
headquarters in Jalan Tan Sri Ong Kee Hui .

Sar awak Yang Di pertua Negeri Tun Abang Muhamrad Sal ahuddi n and
Chi ef
M nister Tan Sri Haji Abdul Tai b Mahnud were anong the dignitaries
who
visited the SUPP open house.

Ini KANGAR, The Regent of Perlis, Tuanku Syed Fai zuddi n Syed
Si raj uddin
Putra Jamal ul l ail and the Raj a Puan Miuda of Perlis Tuanku Lail at ul
Shahr een
Akashah attended t he open house hosted by Perlis Wanita MCA head Qui
Ah Lan
at the Chee Yang Khor Mrral Uplifting Hall

Their Royal H ghnesses exchanged greetings with those present at
t he
open house. Qui is the M.A for |ndera Kayangan.

Al so present were Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassi mand
Deput y
Home M ni ster Dat uk Chor Chee Heung.

The Royal Coupl e expressed the hope that the Chi nese New Year
woul d
strengt hen harnony anong the various comunities in Ml aysi a.

In a statement sent to Bernamg, they called for the preservation
of the
tradition of visiting open house as it was invaluable in
strengthening ties
anong the various comunities.

I n SEREMBAN, nore than 5,000 people visited the open house
host ed by
the MCA and the Gerakan.

Anong the dignitaries present were Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhaned
| sa
Abdul Sanmad and his wi fe Puan Sri Hazi zah and state executive
counci | | ors.

The Negeri Senbilan MCA hosted its open house at the Seremban
Muni ci pa
Council Hall while the Gerakan held its open house at the Wsna
Gerakan in
Jal an Tenpl er.

In | POH, Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Tajol Rosli Ghazali visited
the open
house hosted by various dignitaries in Perak.

They included t he open house hosted by Perak MCA Chairman Dat uk
Ong Ka
Chuan, Gerakan Deputy Secretary-CGeneral Datuk Chang Ko Youn and
Perak PPP
Chai rman Lee Heng.

| poh was busy despite the public holiday as people working in
Si ngapor e
and the Klang Val l ey had returned to the city to cel ebrate Chi nese



New
Year .

I n SABAH, Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Misa Aman attended t he MCA-
Ger akan
joint open house i n Sandakan.

Several hundred people fromvarious comunities attended the
open house
being held jointly for the first time in the state.

In MELAKA, the Yang Di pertua Negeri Tun Syed Ahmad Shahabudi n
and his
consort Toh Puan Marfuza, Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Mohd Ali Rustam
and his
wife Datin Seri Asmah visited the open house hosted by Mel aka
Ger akan
Chai rman Dat uk Chua Peng Soon at his residence in Bukit Baru.

The Chief Mnister and his wife also visited the open house of
Mel aka
Chief Police Oficer (CPO Datuk Christopher Wan Soo Kee at Seri
Tenenggung, Bukit Sebukor.

The Mel aka MCA open house woul d be held toni ght at Wsma MCA,
Jal an
Hang Tuah.

Thousands of hol i daynakers and foreign tourists visited historic
sites
inthe city and toured historic buildings such as St Paul's Hill and
Bandar
Hilir.

I n PENANG nore than 10, 000 peopl e visited the open house hosted
by
Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon at his residence at Fort
Cornwal i s,
Padang Kota Lanma.

Peopl e joined the queue as early as 10amto wish Dr Koh and his
famly
a happy new year and to w sh speedy recovery for his wi fe Puan Sri
Kah Peng
who is recuperating fromsurgery.

Deputy Chief Mnister Datuk Dr H I m Yahaya was anong t he
dignitaries
who attended the open house.

In the afternoon the PPP hel d open house at Wsma YMCA i n Jal an
Macal i ster.

The hi ghl i ght of the Penang-|evel Chinese New Year cel ebrations
wll be
when Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi visits the
j oi nt
MCA- Ger akan open house at the Penang I nternational Sports Arena
t onor r ow.
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