16 MAR 2004
El ecti on- Gover nnent
CHOOSE GOVT THAT W LL DEVELOP COUNTRY, MAHATHI R TELLS VOTERS

SHAH ALAM March 16 (Bernanma) -- Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhanad said
t he
peopl e shoul d choose wi sely for the devel opnent of the country.

As such, the forner Prime Mnister said they shoul d ensure that
t he
Bari san Nasi onal (BN) government woul d remain i n power.

"W nust continue with the governnment of the BN so that al
pr ogr ammes
for the benefit of the people could be carried out properly,” he
sai d when
addr essi ng sone 2,000 residence in Section 18 here today.

Whi | e t hanki ng the people for their support during his 22 years
as
prinme mnister, Dr Mahathir said they shoul d al so support the
country's new
| eadership | ed by Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badawi .

"I urge you all to support Pak Lah so that he can continue with
efforts
to devel op the country," he said.

Dr Mahat hir, who woul d al so help the BN in the canpaign in
Kel ant an
tonmorrow, said Mal aysia was the nost devel oped anong t he devel opi ng
nati ons
and ranked 17th tradi ng nation of the world.

He said the BN governnent did not nmake enpty pronises |ike the
opposi tion especially PAS.

PAS was good i n maki ng promi ses to get their candidates el ected
not to
serve the people but the all owance that canme with the position, he
sai d.

"But the BN candi dates are different, we serve for everyone," he
sai d,
addi ng that the report card systemintroduced by Abdullah was to
ensure
that the el ected representatives carried out their duties.

Dr Mahat hir al so descri bed the opposition parties' pronises, as
contained in their election nanifesto, to reduce various taxes and
car
prices as well as to abolish toll collection as unrealistic.

"Ml aysia is noving ahead but if we the peopl e want devel opnent,
t hey
have to pay taxes. There is no government that doesn't collect tax
to
provide facilities and services to the people," he said.

He al so urged voters to cone in full to vote on polling day.

He said they could vote early in the day to be in time for the
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