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Sabah- Rot ati on
CLARI FI CATI ON ON ROTATI ON SYSTEM

KUALA LUVWPUR, March 31 (Bernama) -- A lawer has clarified that
t he
three men who withdrew a suit chall enging the systemof rotation of
t he
Sabah Chief Mnister's post did not vigorously pursue the matter in
court
after being advised of the far-fetched i nplications that may affect
t he
adm nistration of the state, if the court were to deci de the system
unconstitutional andillegal.

Counsel Datuk Janes Chani said this in a statenent today to
clarify a
Bernana report yesterday that his clients, Kai man Buangan, Abdul
Rajik Arin
and D.Ismail D. Jam ang, had "vigorously pursued the matter in the
court."

Bernama regretted the error and wished to clarify that the
ori gi nal
text sent to the news agency missed out the word "did not" due to
t echni cal
error.

The three filed the suit agai nst the Sabah Yang Di - Pertua
Negeri, then
Tun Sakar an Dandai, the Sabah government and two former Chi ef
M ni sters,
Dat uk Yong Teck Lee and Tan Sri Bernard Donpok, pertaining to the
rotation
systemon March 22 2001.

They decided to withdrawthe suit after Prine M nister Datuk
Seri
Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badawi on March 27 announced t he abol i shnent of the
rotation
systemanong t he vari ous comunities in Sabah.

The systemof rotating the post anong the Miusli mBum put er as,
Chi nese
and Non- Musl i mBum puteras every two years was i ntroduced by fornmer
Prine
M ni ster Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhamad in 1994.

Under the system Sabah has had seven Chief Mnisters --
Sakar an, Dat uk
Seri Mohanmed Sal | eh Sai d Keruak, Yong, Donpok, Datuk Osu Sukam
Dat uk Chong
Kah Kiat and the current Chief Mnister, Datuk Seri Miusa Anan.
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