28 APR 2004

CONDUCT COVMPREHENSI VE STUDY ON MALAY LANGUAGE, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

ALOR STAR, April 28 (Bernama) -- A conprehensive study on the
Mal ay
| anguage needs to be conducted fol |l owi ng clains that the | anguage
has been
adul terated, former Prinme M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad said
t oday.

He said that this was nost vital as those nmaki ng such cl ai ns had
not
conducted a study to deterni ne whether this was i ndeed so.

"There need to be a conprehensive study and to stop the polenic
because
| found that those claimng that the Mal ay | anguage has been
adul terated
have not conducted an in-depth study,"” he said at the foundation-
| ayi ng
cerenony at the site of the proposed RMB nillion Kedah Ml ay
Assenbl y Hal |
(DPMK) bui | di ng here.

Present were Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain and
DPMK
president Tan Sri Khalid Abdul | ah.

Dr Mahat hir said that the study shoul d determ ne whet her the
Mal ay
| anguage had its own distinctive origin or an adaptation of other
| anguages.

He said that the Mal ay | anguage was now actual | y i nadequat e
under the
prevailing circunmstances, giving rise to adaptation fromthe Arabic
and
Engli sh | anguage.

"After |Islamwas enbraced, the Mal ay | anguage has been expanded
to
i nclude Arabic and [ ater English words," he said.
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