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CONFUSI ON REI GNS | N PPP OVER SEATS PRI OR TO GENERAL ELECTI ONS

By: S. Ret nanat han

KUALA LUWUR, Feb 25 (Bernam) -- A specul ative nedia report and
wi despread runours have thrown the Peopl e's Progressive Party ( PPP)
el ections preparations into chaos, resulting in confusion anbng
party
menbers and notivation sinking to an all tine | ow.

The party, which has spent the last two years preparing for the
national polls, nowseens | ost, especially after strong runours
suggest ed
that it would not be given a Parlianentary seat under the Barisan
Nasi onal
(BN) banner in the upconing 11th general el ections.

"There are runours that we will only get a State seat in Perak
This is
not fair tothe party and its menbers. W have done a |l ot for the BN
over
the l ast 10 years. W have built oursel ves up despite not havi ng any
seat
since 1990," said a PPP State |iaison chief, who declined to be
named.

The Per ak-born PPP was once a force to be reckoned with and were
one
seat short of formng the Perak State Governnent after the 1969
genera
el ections.

The party joined the BNin 1973 arned with ei ght Parlianmentary
and 18
State steats but fared badly in the 1974 general el ections, w nning
only
won one Parlianentary and two State seats.

The downfall of the party was largely due to in-fighting anong
its
| eaders and in the 1990 general elections, the BN, realising that
PPP' s
i nternal squabbl es could hurt the ruling coalition, did not offer
the party
any seat to contest.

In 1993, | awyer (now Senator Datuk) M Kayveas becane the party
President in the m dst of sone controversy and started rebuil ding
the party
and it now boasts 380, 000 nenbers in 110 divi si ons. Kayveas was
appointed a
Senat or and Deputy Housi ng and Local Government M nister by forner
Prine
M ni ster Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad in 2001.

The PPP President, now a Deputy Mnister inthe Prime Mnister's
Departnent, has over the | ast 24 nonths repeatedly tol d PPP nenbers



to be
patient while he asked the BN | eadership to give PPP sone seats in
t he
com ng general el ections.
Expect ati ons were hi gh anong party nenbers that the PPP woul d be
gi ven
"sonme seats" inthis elections but the | astest runmour, originating
from
Perak, and a newspaper report appear to have squashed their hopes.
On Monday, about 200 party menmbers "gate-crashed" the Penang
State BN
Li ai son Committee neeting at the Bukit Janmbul Golf and Country C ub
demandi ng that Chief Mnister Tan Sri Koh Tsu Koon clarify the
runour .
They were disgruntled over an article in an English daily | ast
Thur sday
whi ch quot ed sources as saying that the PPP woul d not be given any
seat in
the general elections, expected to be called anyti ne now.
Kayveas, contacted by Bernama, declined to confirmthe accuracy
of the
newspaper report but admitted that he had met Deputy Prine Mnister
Dat uk
Seri Najib Tun Razak and BN Secretary-Ceneral Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob
over
the allocation of seats.
"The PPP nenbers are a bit confused and angry after the runour.
Al
can tell themis tolet the BNtop | eadership decide on the matter
Ve will
take it fromthere," he said
Pressed further, Kayveas said he has not been told by the BN
| eader ship
that the PPP woul d be given seats in the polls nor had there been
any
i ndication that the party woul d cone out enpty-handed this tinme
around.
He said the party had been [ oyal and sincere to the BN and it
was now
time for the ruling coliation to "reward" the PPP and its nmenbers by
providing it with seats.
"Be calm let us wait and see,
nmenbers, who
seemto be in a quandry over the present situation facing the PPP
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was Kayveas' advice to his
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