03 MAR 2004
El ecti on-Reacti on (Opposition) (Roundup)
DI SSOLUTI ON OF PARLI AMENT NOT SURPRI SI NG - OPPCsSI TI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, March 3 (Bernamm) -- Opposition parties have
descri bed
t he dissolution of Parlianment tonorrow as not surprising, in fact,
it is
sonet hing that they have been waiting for

PAS president Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang said the party was
ready to
face the general election at any tinme as it had nade preparation
since | ast
year.

"The rumour about the general election had been goi ng round
since | ast
year when Tun Dr Mahat hir (Mhamad) was Prime M nister. W have made
preparation since then and we are not surprised, it (the dissolution
of
Parlianent) is a normal devel opnent,” he told reporters after
chairing the
State Exco neeting in Kual a Terengganu t oday.

Abdul Hadi, who is al so Terengganu Menteri Besar, was comenti ng
on the
statenent by Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi t oday
t hat
Par | i anent woul d be di ssol ved tonorrowto enabl e the 11th genera
el ection
to be held.

Abdul | ah sai d the Yang di - Pert uan Agong had si gned t he
decl aration for
the dissolution of Parliament today.

Abdul Hadi said with the thorough preparation by the party

machi nery

since | ast year and the cl ose cooperation with Keadilan, both
political

parties were 100 per cent ready to face Bari san Nasional (BN) in the
comi ng

general el ection.

"W will work together with Keadilan in the poll this tine. Last
week,
we di scussed seat allocation...we have al so prepared a draft
mani f est o
whi ch can be printed any tinme now, " he said.

Fromthe di scussions held, he said PAS woul d get additiona
seats in
several states and so woul d Keadil an.

"I n Terengganu, insya-Allah an additional Parliamentary seat for
Keadi | an," he said.

In the 1999 general election, Keadilan was allocated a



Parlianmentary

seat (Kemanman). Terengganu Keadi |l an chai rman, Abdul Rahman Yusof
def eat ed

BN candi dat e Dat uk Wan Zaki Muda in that el ection.

On PAS preparations in Terengganu, Abdul Hadi said the party
machi nery
was in "total readiness" for the poll this tinme conpared to the
previ ous
one.

He said the party woul d i ssue separate nmani festos in certain
states
besi des the one for the national |evel.

When asked whi ch constituency he woul d be contesting in, Abdu
Hadi
sai d he was prepared to contest in any constituency deci ded by the
party.

"(But) due to pressure fromthe supporters, | have been asked to
contest in Terengganu in my present constituency," said Abdul Hadi,
who is
the Menmber of Parliament for Marang and State Assenbl yman for Rhu
Redang.

Abdul Hadi expressed confidence that PAS woul d continue to | ead
t he
Ter engganu gover nnent after the general el ection

Meanwhi | e in Kual a Lunpur, Denocratic Action Party (DAP)
Secretary-General Kerk Ki mHock sai d, the annoucenent came as no
surprise
si nce everyone has been waiting for the day.

DAP had been gearing up and getting ready for the upcom ng
genera
el ection and woul d be finalising its candidate |ist soon, he told
Ber nama
here t oday.

He sai d DAP woul d al so be neeting up with Keadil an this Saturday
to
di scuss the comi ng el ection.

Kerk hoped that Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, who woul d be
carrying
out his first general election as Prime Mnister, would ensure it
was a
fair and cl ean el ection wi thout m suse and abuse of power by the
car et aker
gover nnent .

He al so hoped the El ecti on Conmi ssion (EC) would play its role
in
ensuring the "first electoral battle for the 21st Century" was free,
cl ean
and fair.

"The first step by ECis to ensure the canpaigning period is not
| ess
than 14 days, al t hough DAP woul d prefer the canpai gni ng period to be
21



days," he said.
In the 1999 general election, the DAP contested in 47
Parlianentary and
88 State seats but only managed to win 10 and 11 seats respectively.
The Mal aysi an Denocratic Party (MDP), neanwhile, hoped that
there woul d
be | onger canpai gni ng period for the upconing 11th general el ection
MDP secret ary-general We Choo Keong said that the El ection
Commi ssi on
shoul d provide a m ni numof three weeks or a maxi mumof one nonth
canpai gni ng peri od.
"Dissolution is not the problem..but | hope (there is) nore
time for
canpai gni ng," he tol d Bernanma over t he phone when asked about his
reaction
to the dissolution of Parlianent tonorrow and his party's
preparations to
face the el ection.
"What concerns ne if it (the canpaigning period) is too
short...unfair
for the opposition as they don't have (enough) machi nery and
publicity," he
sai d.
The MDP was forned in 1999 and had contested several state and
Parlianent seats in the 1999 general election but failed to win any.
Replying to a question, We said the party woul d cont est
Parlianmentary
and state seats in Sel angor, Perak, Penang and Kual a Lunpur.
"W will berealistic...not concentrating on too nmany seats as
we have
limted resources,” he said.
However We said, the MDP had yet to decide on the nunber of
seats to
be contested by the party.
"W will neet tonight or tomorrow and then we will decide how
many
seats,"” he said.
We al so said that so far MDOP did not receive any invitation
from ot her
opposition parties to cooperate in the el ection.
"So far no calls for neeting...W presune they (other opposition
parties) are not interested, however we will go ahead," said We.
Meanwhi | e, Keadi |l an deputy president Abdul Rahman O hman said
the party
was ready for the general election.
"Basically, Keadilan is not in a state of panic (to face the
genera
el ection). Interns of preparations, al nbst 100 per cent ready. For
t he
rest of it, we still have tinme for final preparation until the
nomi nat i on
day i s announced, he told Bernama.



In terns of candidates, he said only the best candi dates woul d
be
fielded in the constituencies Keadil an woul d be contesting.
"Seventy per cent of the candi dates are old faces while the rest

will
be new ones. The candi dates will be sel ected based on their
credibility,

| eadership and integrity as | eaders. Mdst of the new faces are
prof essionals," he said.

As for the party's el ection strategy, Abdul Rahman said focus
woul d be
gi ven to Sel angor, Perak and Penang.

"In the other states where Keadilan is not contesting, we wll
still
gi ve our support and assi stance to ensure victory for the opposition
party," he said.
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