19 MAR 2004
El ecti on- Mahat hi r
DON T BE VI CTIM SED BY KIT SI ANG DR M ADVI SES | PCH TI MOR VOTERS

| POH, March 19 (Bernama) -- Former Prime M nister Tun Dr
Mahat hi r
Mohaned t oday cal | ed on | poh Tinor voters not to all owthensel ves to
be
victim sed by DAP chairman LimKit Siang nerely because he wants to
becone
an el ected representative again.

He said they do not need a wakil rakyat fromthe opposition like
Ki t
Si ang who only knows to oppose but never gives constructive
criticism

"The opposition al ways say we nust have opposition so that the
governnent will not do the wong things. It's true but what type of
opposi tion...opposition which hel ps, not an opposition which is bent
on
opposi ng what ever we do.

"This is the reason why the people don't need a opposition
| eader |ike
Kit Siang because there are peopl e who can play such arole in the
governnent itself.

"Qur cabinet is not dunmb, representatives of BN conponent
parti es never
accept ed anyt hi ng wi t hout questioning, he told a di al ogue after
del i vering
a keynote address entitled "United We Build The Nation", here.

"They al ways ask what is being done is good or bad," he said
when
replying to a question froma constituent who expressed fear that

| poh
Ti nor voters woul d el ect Kit Siang based on his appeal to themto
give him

a chance to be the people's voice in parlianent.

Kit Siang, who was defeated in Penang in 1999, is taking on BN s
i ncunbent | poh Tinmor MP Thong Fah Chong.

Dr Mahathir said Kit Siang never kept to his pronise as he had
many
times stated his intentiontoretire after |1 osing in previous
el ections but
still contested.

"Every time he |l oses, he will say this is ny last, Wen he
thi nks he's
goi ng to get sonething, he'll forget about his prom se...don't el ect
this
type of people (Kit Siang. Before Penang, now | poh, after this don't
know
where," he said.



Dr Mahathir also said Kit Siang all this while never
acknow edged t he
sacrifices of the Mal ays who were prepared to share with t he ot her
races.
"Qt her countries do not accept foreigners and gi ve equal status.
There
are nei ghbouring coutries which ask to change their nanmes and use
| oca
| anguage. He (Kit Siang) conveniently forgets all these," he said.
Dr Mahathir urged I poh Tinor el ectorate to ensure BN was re-
el ected
because t he power-sharing concept practised by the coalition had
proven to
be successful in devel oping the nation and naintaining stability.
The time-tested concept had al so becone a nodel to be emul at ed

by ot her
countries, he said.

"After nom nation day, | was invited to go to Jeddah to give a
talk on

how we handl e changes, including facing chall enges. They're
i npressed with
what we have achi eved despite the econonic crisis,” said Dr
Mahat hi r, who
retired on Oct 31 | ast year

He said the BN nust win to ensure continuity and remai ned strong
SO
that it would not be a victimof the world's maj or powers.

Replying to a question on many professionals and former
gover nrent
enpl oyees were contesting as PAS candi dates i n Sunday's el ection, Dr
Mahat hir said they were instigated by PAS while they were stil
st udyi ng.

He said Dr Mahathir said PAS biggest success was to erase the
nobl e
val ues of the Mal ays |i ke bei ng grateful and i ndebt ed whi ch had been
t he
culture of the Malays all this while.

"Ask the doctors who are contesting on PAS ticket fromwhere
t hey got
their schol arships but we're fortunate the majority of our people
appreci ate the hand that fed them" he said.

To tackle this problem Dr Mahathir said Umo should intensify
efforts
toinstil the noble values of the Malay race.

"A successful race is arace with noble values. The reverse w |
| ead
to destruction,” he added.
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