22 JAN 2004
Syed Razak- Mahat hir
DR M G VES NOD TO BE KEDAH BN ELECTI ON WORK PROGRAMVE ADVI SER - MB

ALOR STAR, Jan 22 (Bernamm) -- Former Prime Mnister Tun Dr
Mahat hi r
Mohamad has agreed to be the adviser for the el ection work
programmes of
t he Kedah Bari san Nasional (BN) to help the ruling coaltion winin
t he
upcom ng general election, Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed
Zain
sai d today.

He said the decision to appoint Dr Mahathir to the post was
t aken at
t he Kedah Umo |iaison conmittee nmeeting in Kual a Lunmpur on Jan 14.

"Dr Mahathir hinself will |aunch the work programes on Jan 31
at the
Sul tan Abdul HalimStadi umhere,” said Syed Razak, who i s al so Kedah
BN
Chief, told reporters after attendi ng the State MCA Chi nese New Year
open
house.

Syed Razak said Dr Mahathir woul d outline the el ection
strategi es at
the gathering to be attended by about 1,200 BN | eaders and nenbers
fromall
| evel s of the Kedah BN

As the adviser, Dr Mahathir would visit every divisionin the
state to
neet the grassroots | eaders.

"We believe Dr Mahathir's involverent and his role in the
genera
election will be very neaningful to strengthen the BN el ection
machi nery.

"Hi s vast experience is greatly needed,” he said.

Syed Razak, who is al so Kedah Umo Chairnman, said he had
instructed all
the 15 Umo divisions in the state to submt 10 nanes to be
consi dered as
candi dates in the el ection.

He said he woul d personal |y assess the qualities of the nom nees
based
on certain criteria before selecting themas candi dates.

He, however, said there was no guarantee that the candi dates
woul d be
pi cked fromanong t he 10 nanmes proposed by the divisions.

The candi dates coul d al so come fromthose not |isted, he said.

"The list is to provide an opportunity for every Umo divi sion
to



present its views on the choice of candi dates.

"So far, there has been no list fromne proposi ng candi dates'
nanes, "
he sai d.

Syed Razak said he woul d meet Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah
Ahmad
Badawi to get his views on the criteria set by the | eadership to
pi ck
candi dat es before submtting the nanes to Umo headquarters.

He al so said Abdul | ah woul d nake a one-day working visit to
Kedah on
Feb 3.

He sai d Abdul | ah woul d meet gover nnment enpl oyees and Kedah BN
conponent
party | eaders in the norning and address a neet -t he-peopl e sessi on
in the
eveni ng.

This is Abdullah's first visit to Kedah since becom ng Prinme
M ni ster
on Cct 31.
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