15 APR 2004
Mahat hi r - Denocr acy
DR M M SI A CH DED FOR NOT PRACTI SI NG LI BERAL DEMOCRACY

SHAH ALAM April 15 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia's denocratic systemis
often
criticised by ethnic European denocratic countries for not being
l'i beral
like them forner Prime Mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad sai d t oday.

He said there were Ml aysi ans who felt enbarrassed by the
criticisns.

Mal aysi ans shoul d realise the denocracy practised i n Mal aysi a
was for
t he good of the country and the people, he said.

"The country and its peopl e should not be sacrificed for
denocr acy.

"We've seen how | i beral denobcraci es have destroyed cultures, norals
and

religions. W need not |egalise the destructions in the nanme of
denocr acy.

"We shoul d take what is good and discard the bad," he said in
hi s
accept ance speech after being conferred a Honorary Doctorate in
Politica
Sci ence and Gover nment by Universiti Teknol ogi Mara (U TM .

The Yang di - Pertuan Agong, Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin Syed Putra
Jamal ul lail, who is U TMChancellor, conferred the doctorate at the
uni versity's comenorative convocati on

Dr Mahathir said the people should be wise in political
know edge and
must be clever to differentiate between "glass and jewel" if they
w shed to
enjoy prosperity fromthe power they have to el ect a governnment in a
denocratic systemof governance.

The governnent and politics cannot be separated, he said, adding
t hat
an inefficient governnent is the result of unhealthy politics.

Dr Mahat hir said the snpboth conduct of general el ections and
formation
of government in Mal aysia m ght give an i npression that the
political
process and denocratic administrati on were easy but actually it is
not that
easy.

He said denocracy was a very difficult systemand exposed to the
possi bilities of corruption, chaos and anarchy.

Killings and all sorts of crinmes that occurred i n several
devel opi ng
countries which tried to practise denocratic systemwere proof of
how



di fficult and dangerous denocratic practices can be, he said.

Dr Mahathir said the people's | evel of maturity in understandi ng
t he
[imts and constraints of denocracy woul d det ermi ne whet her
denocracy woul d
bring good or bad.

He said the belief that the voice of the majority was holy (Vox
Popul
Vox Dei - voice of the majority, voice of God) pronoted by
advocat ors of
denocracy in Europe was not al ways true.

"Usual ly, the voice of the majority is not based on truth or
rational
thinking. Mre oftenit is swayed by enotions and interests of a
particul ar
class or race," he said.

He said the Labour Governnent was so pro-workers that their
sal ari es
and perks were increased so often to the extent that the country's
products
were not conpetitive in the market.

This led to an econonic downturn with the cl osi ng down of
i ndustries
and many losing their jobs, he added.
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