30 JUL 2004
LI D- Mahat hi r
DR M OTHER DEVELGCPI NG NATI ONS NOW HAVE BETTER | DEA OF DEVT

LANGKAW , July 30 (Bernama) -- Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
| eader s of
devel opi ng countries who had taken part in the smart partnership
di al ogue
i ke the d obal 2004 Langkawi |nternational D al ogue (LI D) have a
cl earer
under st andi ng of the i ssues involved to better adm ni ster and
devel op their
countries concerned.

The forner prime mnister said there were sone anong t hem who
had begun
to showtheir capability after their countries had achi eved
stability.

"They seemto appreciate this dialogue," Dr Mahathir said after
attendi ng one of the sessions here.

He sai d Mal aysi a shoul d not hide anything on social devel opnent
from
ot her devel opi ng countri es.

There were sonme devel opi ng countries which faced difficulty in
attracting i nvestnent and Mal aysi a had taken advant age of the
di al ogue to
explain to these countries on howto attract the attention of
i nvestors, he
added.

Dr Mahat hir said the dial ogue had al so provi ded an opportunity
for
Mal aysia to explain its approach in tackling poverty through the
creation
of j obs.

Since LID started in 1995, he said it had also provided a | ot of
benefits to Malaysia in terns of forging closer relationships with
the
foreign | eaders.

Such rel ati onshi ps were useful in terns of getting support from
t hem
when Mal aysia of fered to put up candi dates for electionto world
bodi es
i ke the United Nations, he said.

Dr Mahat hir said what was i nportant was that the dial ogue al so
enabl ed
Mal aysi a t o understand ot her countries better and facilitate
i nvest nent s
from Ml aysi an i nvestors to these countries.

He hoped that this year's LI D would be another step forward
t owar ds
strengthening ti es between Mal aysi a and ot her devel opi ng countri es.



"The other participating countries regard us as a rol e nodel .
They want
to know how we had devel oped our country," he said.
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