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DR M PLEASED W TH ABDULLAH S COVM TMENT TOWARDS LI D

by Jamal uddi n Muhanmmad

LANGKAW , July 29 (Bernama) -- Forner Prime M nister Tun Dr
Mahat hi r
Mohamad t oday sai d he was pl eased that his successor, Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah
Ahmad Badawi, was conmitted towards t he Langkawi | nternational
Di al ogue
(LID) and thanked himfor it.

He said when LID was first held in 1995, he thought that it
woul d be a
one-of f affair.

But the participants found the smart partnership dial ogue to be
usef ul
as it enabled themto understand each other better and this | ed the
di al ogue to be hel d once a year or once every two years since then,
he
recal | ed.

"This (smart partnership) novenment has taken off, is gathering
speed
and begi nning to showresults," he said during the Heads of
St at e/ Gover nment Meeting the Medi a session on the first day of the
three-day LID here. The session also invited forner Heads of State
and
Gover nnent .

Dr Mahat hir, who was invited by Abdullah to speak at the
session, said
t he di al ogue at LI D had hel ped partici pants to understand each ot her
better
as well as | earn about each other's probl ens and how t hey were
sol ved.

Sone of the participating countries had adopted simlar
approaches t hat
had been successful | y undertaken by ot her countries, he said.

Dr Mahathir said he also learnt quite a ot from ot her
participating
countries through the smart partnership nmovenent, in particular,
about
snoot h power transition when President Sir Ketum |l e Masire of
Bot swana
decided to retire to give way to a new | eader sonme years ago.

"l have stepped down and | understand that two others will be
fol l owi ng
suit," he saidin reference to Mbzanbi can presi dent Joaqui mAl berto
Chi ssano and Nami bi an Presi dent Dr Sam Nuj oma i npendi ng retirenent
next
year.

A snoot h passing of the baton was an i nportant thing, he added.



"I think that not many countries in other regions can you find
| eaders
willing to step down," he added.

Dr Mahathir said a smooth transition of power was inportant for
a
country's stability and for it to nove ahead with its devel opnent.

A different scenario would cone about if | eaders were changed
t hrough a
power struggle as this could even entail accusations that the forner
| eaders were corrupt and there shoul d be a di sconti nuation of
policies and
agreenent s made under the previ ous admi nistration, he said.

Such di scontinuation or termnation of agreenents had a
dest abi | i si ng
ef fect on a country and woul d al so di scourage foreign investnment, Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

"Peopl e who invest in a country would | i ke to see that once they
have
entered into an agreenent, that agreement should be valid even if
t he
gover nnent changes. It may be that the agreenents are not fair or
one- si ded
but if there needs to be any change, it should be for the future and
not
for the past," he stressed.

Dr Mahathir said when there was a snooth transition fromone
| eader to
anot her, then there woul d not be any di sruption on stability.

This woul d al so contribute towards attracting foreign
participation in
a country's econom c grow h and devel opnment, he sai d.
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