14 JAN 2004
Mahat hi r - El ecti on
DR M RENEWS PLEDGE TO HELP BN I N POLLS CAMPAI GN

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 14 (Bernama) -- Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhamad
t oni ght
reiterated his prom se to hel p canpaign for the Bari san Nasi ona
(BN) in
t he upcom ng general el ection.

The fornmer prinme mnister said he was prepared to go down to the
ground
to explain to the people on why they should el ect the BN during the
soon-to-be hel d general el ection.

“"I'f invited, | amready to neet the people to explain what is
actual ly
BN and why the people need to vote for the coalition. This is ny
prom se.
When | promise, | will not renege it," he said when speaking at a
" Jasamu
Di kenang" prem er dinner in honour of himand his wife, Tun Dr Siti
Hasnah
Mohd Ali, organised by BN

Prior to his retirenent as Prine M nister, Dr Mahathir had
promised to
help the BN in the el ecti on canpai gn, especially for Umo, although
he
woul d not be defending his Kubang Pasu parlianentary seat i n Kedah

Dr Mahathir had said only in that way he could return the favour
of his
col | eagues in the BN who had cooperated and supported himto | ead
the BN
and the country for 22 years.

"I amreturning ny favour to the BN. If permitted, in certain
pl aces
where | can influence the people to vote for the BN, | will go down
to the
grassroots.

"I will not decide to where | will go but if invited, God
WIling, |
will not reject," he said.

Dr Mahathir resigned as Prime Mnister and fromall posts in
Umo and
BN on Cct 31 | ast year

Dr Mahat hir, who asked not to heap praises on himfor his
contributions, said as a normal human bei ng he was not free from
maki ng
m st akes during his tenure as Prime M nister.

"I amaware that | aman ordi nary person. As an ordi nary person
certainly | woul d have made nany m stakes. Wiile | was in
governnment, |



bel i eve many m stakes that | nade had caused the country a | ot of
probl ens.

"I always rem nd nyself of my weaknesses and the mi stakes that
have
done so that | don't feel forgiven when praised by anyone, this
det er m nes
that my |l egs are always on earth and not on the cl ouds,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir al so said BN | eaders' preparedness to accept an
opi nion
al though they might not fully agree with it hel ped enhance t he
ruling
coalition's position and the government.

"Ceneral ly, we accept, we abide by the | eadership's deci sion
al t hough
soneti mes | eaders nmake mi st akes, someti nes | eaders are adamant,
don't want
tolisten to views of other conponents but this is not to the extent
of
splitting the party.

"But we eventually accept the views of the majority and al so
vi ews that
are sonetimes forced upon us by | eaders, only then we can act
effectively,"
he said.

Dr Mahat hir said he believed conprom se and noderation anong BN
| eaders
woul d conti nue under Abdul | ah' s | eadershi p.
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